
Confirmation counts
One of the privileges of my work is meeting confirmation candidates.  We always meet prior to the liturgy so that they
can share with me, and the other candidates, what has brought them to the momentous decision to be confirmed.
Among the best accounts I heard recently came from a young woman who had gone to Sunday school as a child but
never taken it seriously – or so she thought.  

Driving home one day from a shopping trip, her young daughter had asked, “Mummy,
what’s that peculiar building for?”  She replied, “It’s not peculiar, darling; it’s a

church.”  And her daughter said, “What’s a church?”

This simple question brought her to tears.  “How could I have allowed my
child not even to know what a church is,” the woman told us.  And it

was by the mercy of God that, on visiting that church, she found
that it housed a lively Christian community.  They welcomed her

and her children, and her faith, that had lain dormant since
childhood, was rekindled.

What is peculiar?
The eagle-eyed among you will have noted that the word
“peculiar” is rather startling.  For the vast majority of people
in Britain today, the Christian religion is indeed peculiar.  

It’s regarded as a relic of the past, which might account for
some good things (schools, the monarchy, a few good hymn
tunes) but is now irrelevant.  And some people are really
annoyed that in spite of its irrelevance, religious faith has a
stubborn and inconvenient durability.  

Reasonable people who welcome racial diversity in
British society have to recognise that this also brings a

much greater commitment to religion.  Our experts
in education, research, industry, commerce,

health care  and those we depend on in many
service industries might very well be devout

Pentecostal, Roman Catholic, Coptic,
Jewish, Muslim, Zoroastrian, or Hindu
people.  

We are living in a post-secular world in
which religion is an aspect of being
human that we ignore at our peril.

So does this make you “peculiar” as a
catholic Christian in the Church of
England?  

My response is that it most certainly
does.  Indeed, I think the danger is
that too often we are not peculiar
enough – and let me explain why.
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Authentically peculiar
Those of you who might have an affection for the King James Version of the Bible
(still the most literal and consistent translation into English from Hebrew, Greek
and Latin) will be familiar with this verse from 1 Peter 2.9:  “But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people.”

The word “peculiar” here means “peculiar to God” or “in God’s possession”.  It’s a
statement of intense identity: there is something about you that marks you out as
standing in a particular relationship with God.  You are people he loves absolutely.

Many commentators have thought that the first letter of Peter reads like a sermon
from the Easter Vigil.  It’s celebrating life in the risen Christ and the importance of
our baptismal commitment and identity.  This is our vocation; we are each called to
be consciously chosen, royal, holy, “peculiar”. 

As we reflect on this vocation, I want to suggest that there are two ways in which
we should be particularly attentive to how we develop our “peculiar” character as
catholic Christians.  And these two ways are illustrated by the simple story of the
call of Samuel (1 Samuel 3.1-end).

Word and sacrament
Samuel is living and working in the temple in Shiloh but “Samuel did not yet know
the Lord neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto him”. 
The first way in which we become more clearly “peculiar to God” is through our
familiarity with the word of God in the holy scriptures, the Bible.  This should be the
delight of every Christian person.  

In the diocese of Chichester we are completing a Year of the Bible.  It began by
asking every member of the congregation to bring their own Bible to church on
Sunday morning.  

The next step was to open the Bible and find out simply how well we know what
books it contains, and what sort of books they are – hymnbooks, poetry books,
history books, books of accounts, letters, biography, etc.  And then we asked, “Do
you know the stories in these books?”  

In just one year, we have hardly started to answer these questions, but we are
excited to have begun the exploration of the word of the Lord.  

There are great resources to help you do this.  Some of the best focus on the daily
readings at Mass, and on-line resources are easy to access by an App on your
phone.  But good old Bible Reading Fellowship notes can also help your
exploration.

The second way is through prayer.  This directs our attention to Samuel’s life in the
temple, in the presence of the sacred ark of the covenant.  From that comes a call
to look again at how we pray the liturgy.  

As God’s peculiar people, the role of every member of the worshipping community
of the Church is to make the liturgy happen by your presence and your active
engagement in it.  

You are also the indispensable actors in this drama.  It communicates your
enrichment and salvation as you witness to this truth: that “Christ our God to earth
descendeth; our full homage to demand.”

I’ve recently been intrigued by the ways in which the Benedictine Order has
influenced our thinking about how to encourage a whole congregation to pray the
liturgy.  

As long ago as 1930 they registered concern about how to nurture the “active
participation” of every member of the congregation in the drama of the liturgy.
“When the treasures of Christ’s redemption are opened…[we should] open our
hearts and minds and participate actively and intelligently in the celebration of
these sacred acts, these ‘fountains of the Saviour’ and means of sanctification”.  

We might do well to begin with simply asking ourselves about the discipline and
devotion with which we receive holy communion.  

The prayers you know by heart and say in silence as you prepare for communion.
Your genuflection or profound bow, as a prayer of humble adoration when
approaching the altar.  The devout making of the sign of the cross, your response
of recognition and acceptance: “Amen”.  The recollection with which you return to
your place, to kneel in amazement that you have been counted worthy to be in the
presence of God and to serve him by your participation in the sacred drama of
worship.  

Every other aspect of your apostolic life as a Christian begins here, in the temple of
God where you learn to know the Lord and his word.  

So let anyone who opens the door to your church to find out what it is, be amazed
and say, “This is the house of God and the gate of heaven and I never knew it”.  

Bishop of Chicester

Ever since I can remember, I have loved babies! Even as a
small child I had a very strong nurturing instinct and all I
ever wanted to be was a Mom. I am lucky to have known
the warmth and love of a nurturing and loving family,
raised by amazing parents who encouraged me to always
be a good and caring person. I have never held any great
ambition to be a politician or business guru, or run the
world, just to be a wife and mother and have a family of
my own. Some may see this as a lack of ambition, but to
me it is a recognition of where God wants me to be. Doing
what I can do best, loving and raising a family. I guess you
could then call it my calling, or ‘vocation’. It seems strange
to think of motherhood as such, but like any type of
vocation, especially as a practising Christian, it is a calling. 

A dictionary definition of vocation tells us that it means:

1. A regular occupation, especially one for which a 
   person is particularly suited or qualified.
2. An inclination or aptness for a certain kind of work
3. A calling of an individual by God, especially for a 
   religious career
4. A special urge, inclination, or predisposition to 
   a particular calling or career, esp a religious one
   (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/vocation)

Looking back over my life, I feel that all of these
definitions can be applied to my desire to become a
mother. When I think of the word vocation I think of it as a
special calling, an invitation to fulfil a role that God has
chosen for you. The words of the prophet Jeremiah come
to mind;

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you
came to birth I consecrated you… ”
Jeremiah 1: 5, Jerusalem Bible © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by
Darton, Longman & Todd, Ltd 

All of my life I felt the call to be a mother, and after
marrying my husband Edward, I finally answered my call
at the age of 35, when we were blessed with our beautiful
and eagerly awaited son, Benjamin.
After what seemed like a lifetime of pregnancy (especially
the last few weeks in which he was overdue!) and a long
and difficult labour, Benjamin was born in the early hours
of Wednesday 20th January 2016, the day that our lives
changed forever. The immense feeling of love that I felt
towards my son was overwhelming and made all the pain
and discomfort fade into insignificance. In the haze of the
effects of all the pain relief that I had been given, and the
chaos of doctors, midwives, scalpels and stitches going
on around me, all I remember is this tiny little face looking
at me and snuggling into my chest as Edward held my
hand. We were no longer a couple, but a family. Life was
no longer just about us, we had a tiny little bundle that
depended on us for everything! 

Vocations can be frightening
After three days in hospital we made the journey home,
not even totally sure how to fit the baby seat into the car,
and totally unprepared and unsure of what lay ahead….
‘What do we do with him now?’ ‘Can we give him water?’
‘How do we give him a bath?’…. all the uncertainty and
trepidation that I’m sure most first-time parents feel. I
remember watching Benjamin, both myself and Edward
afraid to take our eyes off him for a second in case
anything happened, terrified that he may stop breathing.
Looking at this tiny, delicate little thing and feeling afraid
to pick him up in the wrong way in case we hurt him. As
we know now after nineteen months’ experience as
parents, babies are a lot tougher than you think!  I
remember feeling scared, that I wouldn’t be able to cope
or that I would not know what he needed or what was
wrong when he cried. We soon learned to relax a little and
instinct took over; the natural intuition of a mother and
father, and the innate impulse to protect, guided by the
loving hand of God and the beauty and wonder that was
this tiny little boy in our arms. At this early stage of my
vocation, where everything was new and strange and
uncertain, it was easy to let fear and worry take over. But
looking back now, letting go and relaxing, and just letting
things be and take their natural course, was the way
forward. 

Vocations can be challenging
The early days of motherhood were certainly a challenge…
. most notably the lack of sleep, coupled with the
immense tiredness I already had after almost three days
with no sleep at all prior to the birth. This proved to be an
incredible challenge that made me doubt whether I was
even able to be a mother to my son. To be totally honest
and state the unspeakable that I am sure all new moms
feel at some point, I wondered if I had made the right
decision to become a mother. Although I felt this
overwhelming love and joy and wonder for the beautiful
little child that was in my arms, I doubted my vocation,
and whether I could carry it out. Of course, looking back,
it was just immense tiredness and probably the
combination of the vast number of drugs that had been
pumped into me during labour that was making me feel
this way, but at the time it was real and scary and an
immense challenge to overcome. Just getting through the
first few months, and the loneliness and isolation after
Edward had to return to work was at many times a
struggle. Not having my own Mom around to help was
tough and also made me feel her loss more significantly,
but I was very lucky to have such wonderful support from
Edward and also my family and friends. As a family, it is
important to recognise each other’s calling to be a parent
and support each other’s vocations. Edward’s vocation as
a father and a husband is equally important in
Benjamin’s life.  The challenges that everyone feels in
their daily lives and vocations can be eased by the
support of others

It is very difficult as a mother to find any time for yourself,
even time as a couple. Your whole life has suddenly
changed and everything is focused on your child. This can
be very stressful and challenging both for an individual
and for a relationship. We recently travelled abroad for
the first time with Benjamin, and it was a stark contrast to
our previous holidays. No more lounging about in the sun,
relaxing and doing nothing. Think more chasing a naughty
little toddler round a pool and trying to stop him jumping
in! And major tantrums when spoiling his fun and trying to
get him out of the pool. That said, we had a brilliant time,
enriched by the wonder and enjoyment that Benjamin
experienced, just very different. I found one of the most
challenging aspects of taking up a new vocation was the
changes it made to my life. It is important to give yourself
time to adapt and get used to the new way of life. It is
easy to feel resentful of what you feel you are missing, but
when put into perspective with the joy and happiness you
have gained you are not missing anything, in fact you
have gained a whole lot more.

Vocations can be immensely rewarding
Despite all of the challenges and worries that the vocation
of motherhood has brought me, I wouldn’t change a thing!
My experiences have helped me to grow as a mother, a
wife and as a person, and have also brought me closer to
God and to my husband. We have Motherhood has been
the most amazing and overwhelming experience of my
life!! The joy of seeing the first smile of your child, their
first words, steps… Benjamin just amazes us every single
day. Nineteen months on, he is continually learning and
growing and developing his little character. He is a joy and
the biggest blessing that we could wish for in our lives,
and despite the odd tantrum (and his occasional vampiric
tendencies!) he really is a gift from God. He is at an age
now where he is beginning to express feelings and
emotions, and getting a cheeky smile, a kiss or a hug, or
hearing a little voice calling ‘Mamma’, ‘Dadda’ is just
beautiful. While we face challenges and difficulties too,
life is full of these incredible moments to cherish and hold
in our hearts, and despite whatever may be going on
around us, he is a light in the darkest of moments. These
are the times when I know my calling was from God, when
I see the love of God reflected in our beautiful child. 

As practising and committed Christians, one of the most
important aspects of my vocation as a mother is to bring
up our child to know and feel the love of God in his life.
We are very fortunate to be part of a wonderful parish, St.
Luke’s in Kingstanding, who have been by our side
throughout our growth as a family. We were married there
by Father Barry and attended all throughout my
pregnancy, and so the parish family has become like an
extended family to Benjamin (even holding a fund-raising
sweepstake on Benjamin’s date and weight at birth!!!). It
is very important to both myself and Edward that
Benjamin is raised with the values of Christianity, and so
he began his own journey and vocation at just three
months old, when he was christened at St. Luke’s, with
Father Barry giving us the honour of being one of
Benjamin’s godparents. He has attended Mass weekly
since birth and enjoys going to church. At the age of 19
months, Benjamin has already been to Walsingham twice
and can recognise Jesus and the Pope (or ‘Pop’ as he
likes to call him!). He also says church, amen and Alleluia
and tries to make the sign of the cross!!! Going to Mass
has become somewhat more of a challenge recently, as
he likes to run around and “join in with the prayers” rather
noisily!!! I play the flute and whistle at Mass too, and he
has also been known to pick up a tin whistle and join in
occasionally (usually during the homily!)

Both being working parents, which unfortunately for so
many is unavoidable these days, it can be a challenge to
fit everything into the space of a weekend and find family
time too, but I feel it is very important that we continue to
attend Mass as a family and grow together in the love of
God. This is what I feel will keep us focused and guided
on our journey as parents, and as a family, and ensure
that we are all on the right path. There may be piles of
washing and housework mounting up around us, and the
garden may look like a jungle, but in the course of our
vocation as parents, it is important to stay focused on
what truly matters; our calling to love and nurture our
child. I feel that is best done in the light and love of God
and our church family. 

Vocation of Motherhood...continued from page 1
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Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest. Ecclesiastes 9:10

Over countless years, God choses the most
unexpected people to do the most unexpected things,
at the most unexpected of times in their life.  Those
who may have an inclination that God may be calling
them to some sort of ministry may take heart from this
story of a single mum’s war time baby in Birmingham.
He had a less than ordinary childhood, but he took
every opportunity God sent him and developed his
personal skills to create a thriving business.
Unexpectedly, he ended up as a priest, working in one
of the most deprived areas of the Diocese of Coventry.  

Brian was ‘War Baby’. His father, traumatised by
captivity in a German prisoner of war camp, walked out
on the family even before Brian was born. There was
no concept of post-traumatic stress in those days and
no counselling or therapy. The returning troops just
had to get on with civilian life the best they could.  For
the first 5 years of his life, Brian’s young mother, was
now having to work 50 hours a week in a dark Digbeth
factory, letting her grand-mother (Brian great
grandmother) care for her boy child.

Brian worked hard at his education in a secondary
modern school for boys. Leaving school, he began
working in a resin research laboratory, developing
industrial surface coatings. In 1967 he married
Maureen, his long-time childhood sweetheart, in their
parish church. They both aimed high moved out of the
big city to buy a house together in the Warwickshire
town of Nuneaton. They had two lovely children in the
1970s but Brian, ever the ambitious one, started a
small metal coating business, servicing the needs of
larger industrial companies.

Brian had an enterprising flare; so together with his
two friends he invested time and money in a new
engineering venture.  The early days of any business
always involves giving up so much that others take for
granted; such a holidays, nice cars, and even regular
pay cheque! Wives hardly ever see their husbands and
children saw even less. Making any company a
success means overcoming all its problems which at
the times seem insurmountable. The business
struggled through the 1973 ‘Three-Day-Week’, the
financial recession with inflation near 20% and income
tax around 30%. There were times when all looked lost
but Brian was not one for giving up.
He had financial interests in 5 business and at least
two of those joined up to become an international
metal furniture manufacturing corporation with over
with bases in Dudley, Nuneaton, and Coventry.

Their main customers were the UK education and
health authorities and then, after traveling extensively
through the Middle Eastern Gulf States, Brian brought
in prestigious overseas orders.  The business was
booming with a multi-million-pound turnover. During
the 1980’s Brian was about to see the results of this
hard work, but God had a different idea for him!
In 1982, while in the Gulf state of Bahrain, Brian had
an unexpected illness. He was in a coma for a short
time and was flown home for medical assistance. UK
medics found him A1 fit. It was sometime after this
event that he felt strongly called to Christian ministry.
He has never seen any real connection between the
two incidences but now thinks the hand of God may
have been in there. Brian fought strongly against this
feeling, creating obstacles at each intervention but
somehow thing just opened for him. His wife even took
out family debts to try to stop the process. His last
attempt was to sabotage his Selection Conference by
deliberately taking 6 of the candidates on an evening’s

expedition to the local pub; just so that he could be
considered unsuitable. Despite this, the selectors
scored him high on Pastoral Care and commitment.
After being selected and a remote learning course at
St John’s College Nottingham, he spent three years
reading theology at The Queens College, Birmingham.
Moving to Coventry after ordination, Brian had given
up all the prestige of being a company director and the
prospect of some financial wealth. He was ordained
deacon in 1991 (the year before Justin Welby) and
priested in 1992 at Coventry Cathedral spending three
and a half years as the Assistant Curate at the historic
collegiate Church of St John, in Coventry’s city centre.

Here he worked extensively with the homeless and the
mental health organisation ‘MIND’.  He acted as
Bishop’s envoy to the Patriarch of Moscow and,
together with Police Constable Enda Hughes MBE,
conceived a church security scheme called ‘Church
Watch’.  It reached national acclaim and his ideas
were exported to Australian Church. In 1994 the
Bishop of Coventry, Bishop Simon Barrington-ward,
appointed him Vicar of Tile Hill.

The parish was beset with problems from the start as
a previous curate had been convicted of child abuse.
The area was a 1950 council estate with a high

percentage of unemployed, chronically sick and many
dependent upon alcohol or drugs.   Brian set about
reaching out to such parishioners, especially those
suffering from the effects of abuse, petty crime, family
debt and low self-esteem. This designated deprived
parish with so many dysfunctional families, demanded
dedicated and devoted pastoral commitment.  Brian
responded, often working more than 70 hours a week
and taking very few holidays.  In 15 years, he only ever
once took his full annual allocation of leave. He
became so attached to the people that his whole life
was wrapped up in the complex problems of others.
Brian raised over £250,000 to rebuild the parish hall
and equip it for the local community’s needs. (All
without Lottery funding which he felt was a ‘tax on the
poor’.).  He refurbished St Oswald parish church
restoring a Christian heritage for the people and future
generations.

Brian developed an already existing local Advice
Centre in the Parish hall and established a strong
Christian ethos in local Schools, clubs, and even
commercial organisations. Ministering to over 700
families in bereavement, brought him close to the
hearts of the people of his parish. He was at Tile Hill in
Coventry for 15 long and hard years and brought
hundreds to faith. Many came to his farewell service to
express their gratitude. They were the best years of his
life. In 2009 he retired early, age 63, from 'full time
parish ministry'.

He moved back to Nuneaton, exhausted, only to suffer
heart attack within a few weeks (hardly unexpected). In
September 2010, the Lord Mayor of Coventry
presented Brian with 'Good Citizens Award' for his bold
and sustained work for the poor of the city over his 15
years. Part of his award was a visit to the Queen at
Buckingham Palace.  

This unexpected adventure at an unexpected time has
left Brian with a huge and totally unexpected life
experience. He is now a supernumerary priest at
Nuneaton’s Abbey Church of St Mary, where he says
mass regularly and paces himself as he carries out a
variety of occasional ministries. Asked about his so-
called ‘retirement’, he says “Did Moses or St Peter or
any of the apostles retire? No! They worked to the end
to bring about God’s Kingdom, so while I have strength
and mental ability, I shall carry out my priestly
obligations.   A Catholic doctrine together with a
Protestant Work Ethic, gives me good Christian
balance.”

THE UNEXPECTED MINISTRY

This issue of Together has been looking at the
much wider field of vocation that is not restricted
solely to the priesthood and the religious life.
Having said that here at the Additional Curates
Society our particular charism is quite exclusively to
work with individuals in the Catholic tradition who
feel that God might be calling them.  And whilst
there are some worrying statistics that we must all
take very seriously in terms of the need for more
vocations the thing that particularly encourages me
is not only do we have some of the youngest
vocations in the Church of England in spite of a lot
of negative pressures upon us, we Catholics are
still seeing a steady stream of enquiries.  In
September over 20 men of varying ages came to
Saint Stephen’s  House, Oxford on a three day
residential to explore the possibility that God might
be calling them.  Here are two reflections of that
incredible time that we share.  The first is from Tony
Lawrence and the second from Luke Busbridge.

Tony writes:
Having attended a BAP in June and not been
recommended for priesthood training, I wasn’t quite
sure what I was doing travelling from the Isle of
Wight to St Stephens house in Oxford, for a
vocations weekend. I had the same nervous
feelings as I did driving to Woking for the BAP, not
knowing what to expect for the next 3 day.   Arriving
at St Stephens, I was greeted and made me feel at
ease straight away. I was shown to the common
room to await the other participants, one by one
they came in looking just as scared as I felt,
however it wasn’t long before we were all chatting
as if we’d known each other for ages. There were
men from all sorts of different backgrounds and all
ages, a real mixed bunch.

We were all there for the same reason, exploring
and testing our vocations and we were all at
different stages of that journey, which helped in
many ways as we could all contribute something to
the weekend. We started with a talk about what is a
BAP and what are the expectations from the
selectors and from us. This was very useful, having
gone through a BAP to understand what I needed to
do differently next time round. Meal times were
taken together and it was again nice to sit and chat
at leisure with the other guys about their journeys, I
found myself being asked many questions about
the process towards a BAP, what my DDO had
expected from me in written work, what books to
read, what was the BAP itself like? It felt good to be
able to give an honest answer to those who were a
little afraid of maybe what was to come their way.
The meditation and prayer time was very valuable,
saying the morning and evening office as a group in
the chapel was something else; the history of men
from years before us reciting the same as those
that will come years after us was a spine tingling
sensation. As individuals our singing voices may be
like drowning cats but together we sounded like a
male choir; I’m sure that each and every one of us
sang that little deeper and louder.

Over the weekend we listened to several speakers
that came in to share their knowledge with us. The
‘here I am staff’ which consisted of lay persons,
priests and Bishops were on hand to answer any
questions and concerns we may have had, also
having the time to chat on a one to one was very
helpful. 

I first thought that going to this vocations
weekend would be a little difficult, having not
got through the BAP process, but infact the
weekend  has done me a lot of good, firstly it
reaffirmed that I am on the right road of
ordained ministry and I am to carry on knocking
on the doors. Secondly, I was able to help others
in their need through my experience.

Being in a community setting for only a few
days, I learnt that no matter where in the
country we may be, we are never alone; for we
are in a brotherhood that binds us together by
our faith and tradition.

If you have had a feeling that God
is calling you for something, if you
have seen the adverts for the
vocations weekends and thought…
maybe, take my word for it, go, go
and knock on the door, it won’t
cost you much but what you will
get back is priceless.
And now Luke writes:
I thoroughly enjoyed the
vocations conference, and would
encourage any catholic Anglican
to attend, if he feels that God
may be calling him to ordination.
I was slightly worried that I would
know far less than the other
participants when I arrived, but
if that was the case, I wasn't
made to feel uncomfortable
about it, as questions of any
sort were encouraged
throughout the weekend and
the dialogue was always open
and inclusive.

All the group sessions were
both thought-provoking and
insightful, and the conference
was led by a really excellent
team of ordained and lay
staff.  Having Bishop Norman
with us for the duration of the
conference was a privilege.
He was generous with his
time both in the group
sessions and privately; and it
was helpful to speak with
him and the other clergy
informally over a meal
and/or drinks in the bar.
The liturgy was superb
throughout the conference,
and having the Offices in the schedule gave a
wonderful rhythm to each day.  I hadn't experienced
a "proper" Exposition and Benediction before, but it
brought the Saturday to a very contemplative
conclusion.  Having full use of the House Chapel
was a privilege as well: it is an inspiring building
and I found I kept coming back to it between
sessions.

Many thanks again to Fr Darren, Bishop Norman
and all the staff who made the conference so
enjoyable, and the ACS for their organisation and
support.  I look forward to exploring my vocation
and discerning God's purpose further, as time goes
on.

The challenge for us all is to discern  what is God
asking of me?  If you think God might be calling you
to the sacred priesthood, and don’t simply dismiss
it out of hand, then why not consider joining us for
our next vocations conference which is to be held at
Hinsley Hall, Leeds from Friday 2nd March teatime
to Sunday 4th March.    There will of course be the
September Conference at Saint Stephen’s House. 

Full details can be found not only on here but on
the ACS website additionalcurates.co.uk or the
Here I Am site Here-i-am.org.uk and whatever God
might be saying to you please do not forget to say
to Him Give us priests
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Confidence in Christian Living
Recent years have seen a particular focus in the
Church of England on episcopal and priestly
ministries with the long and painful progress
towards opening all three orders of ministry to
both women and men, whilst also protecting and
affirming the theological breadth of the Church of
England. The Five Guiding Principles affirm the
importance of the different traditions  flourishing
within the life and structures of the Church of
England. The Church is now beginning to work out
what ‘mutual flourishing’ actually means in
practice. 

The flourishing of the Catholic tradition isn’t just
about its clergy. Archbishop Justin and Pope
Francis issued a Common Declaration in October
2016, which included these words: 

‘We have been commissioned, and empowered by
the Holy Spirit, to be Christ’s witnesses “to the
ends of the earth” (Acts 1: 8). We are united in the
conviction that “the ends of the earth” today, is
not only a geographical term, but a summons to
take the saving message of the Gospel particularly
to those on the margins and the peripheries of our
societies.’

This call to go out and proclaim the Gospel in word
and action is for all  baptized Christians. It follows
the pattern of Christ, who came ‘not to be served
but to serve’ (Mark 10.45).  John 13 is often
referred to as defining the role of the deacon, with
Jesus kneeling to wash the feet of his disciples
and saying ‘you also must wash one another’s
feet’. However, Jesus isn’t specifically talking
about deacons;  the command is for all his
followers to wash the feet of each other. The final
words of every Eucharist send out the people to
fulfil this calling: ‘Go in peace to love and serve
the Lord’. This echoes the sending out at the end
of the baptism rite: ‘You have received the light of
Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life. Shine as
a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.’

So what does this mean in practice and how can
we encourage and equip all Christians to live out
this baptismal calling?

Fostering a culture of discipleship 
On the road to Emmaus the disciples encountered
Jesus in the breaking of the bread and also when
he broke open and explained the scriptures to
them. Growing churches are those which focus on
teaching and nurturing Christians in the faith –
including deepening prayer life. Catholics have
much to learn from evangelicals in this respect. 

Apostolic commission
Learning about and growing in faith and practice
isn’t merely something we do for ourselves or for
our church community. Jesus sends us out his
apostles to ‘go… and make disciples of all nations’
(Matt. 28.19). Whilst many parishes find
evangelism daunting and might not feel
particularly confident in knowing where to start,
reaching out and engaging with the community is
an important responsibility tied to our baptismal
calling.  This might start with conducting an audit
of community engagement and then prayerfully
initiating with one new project to bless the local
community. Identification of who are the needy
and forgotten in a parish and serving them is
particularly important. 

Confidence in Christian living 
The recent Church of England report ‘Setting
God’s People Free’, focusses attention on helping
and equipping laity to ‘be’ Christians outside the
church – confidently living out their baptismal
calling from Monday to Saturday as well as on a
Sunday.  This includes encouraging Christians to
train for professions such as teaching, but also to
take on roles that bring a visible Christian voice
and presence in community organizations. It
values also the importance of being a role model
in society for Christian living. 

Recognition of different ministries
As essential as bishops, priests and deacons are,
they can’t and shouldn’t do everything in a church,
indeed a big part of their role is encouraging and
releasing the gifts of the laity. Authorised lay
ministries aren’t about plugging gaps simply
because there aren’t enough clergy; laity have
their own dignity and identity. God calls Christians
according to their gifts to work together: ‘there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord’ (I
Corinthians 12.4-5). Across the Church of England
dioceses are exploring or ‘re-imagining’ different
forms of lay ministry (including Reader ministry),
but there is currently little parity. As Anglican
Catholics, we need to do some further creative
thinking and discernment about the forms of
authorised lay ministry that would be appropriate
in our contexts. We could learn in particular from
Roman Catholics who have a number of

recognised lay ministries working alongside clergy
in parishes.

Proactive discernment of calling
There’s a real need to grow the number of
vocations arising from Catholic parishes to both
lay and ordained ministries. This will require a
more proactive approach,  encouraging and
nurturing people to discern, listen and respond to
God’s call. Deepening discipleship will naturally
lead to questions about God’s call and so provide
a seedbed for vocations of different sorts – lay
and ordained. 

Most of this isn’t new or rocket science, but
grounded in the recognition and affirmation that
God calls and sends out all Christians at their
baptism, albeit calling them to a diversity of
ministries: ‘The gifts he gave were that some
would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers,  to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ’ (Eph.4.11-12). It is
fundamentally about what it means to ‘be’ a
Christian and not merely about ‘doing more’ in
church. 

It’s also about listening to Jesus’ repeated words
‘do not be afraid’ and that ‘I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly’ (John 10.10),
rediscovering a confidence as Catholics in the
Church of England and growing into the people
God has called us to be. 

LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME
I hesitated before agreeing to write this article
because I did not always regard teaching as a
vocation. 

I emerged from Leeds University, aged twenty, with
a degree in English and a desire to become a
librarian. (This was the era of the card index and
of the Oxford English Dictionary with one volume
per letter.  Who could resist?)  My ambition was
dispelled by careers advisers who said there were
not enough libraries to accommodate all those
who wished to work in them.  So I signed up for a
PGCE (Post Graduate Certificate in Education) on
a somewhat experimental course and then found
a job teaching six year olds in a Bradford school.  
My own education consisted of rote learning,
copious amounts of reading and cramming for
examinations.  I could not believe that children
learned by osmosis.  We were required to set up a
menu of independent tasks in semi-open plan
areas where the staff were mere facilitators. The
children completed these activities with little or no
supervision and ticked them off.  There were few
opportunities to encourage the love of reading or
writing. The learning of times tables was
forbidden.  This system was eventually discredited
although some aspects of it reappeared decades
later in a different guise.

In state schools these were also the days of no
competition and of comparative religion.  Every
achievement and, more worrying, every religion,
was held to be as good as any other.  After twenty
years, I gave up my permanent job, had a rest for
six months and then registered for supply work.  In
one of three schools, all in deprived city areas, I
began to feel that I had something more to offer.
With increasing immigration the need had arisen
for distinct faith worship groups.  I was invited to
take my place on the Christian Worship rota in a
small school that was approaching fifty per cent of
ethnic minority pupils. Here I found I could speak
freely about faith to children whose parents had
opted on their behalf for this to happen.  This
group was disproportionately small because of a
bias towards the non-faith group which
concentrated on the telling of moral tales.
Teaching Christianity in schools requires us to give
a message which is often uncomfortable and

which does not always sit well with the unofficial
laws of the playground.  To take on this aspect of
teaching is truly apostolic.

Supply work led to permanent posts with varying
responsibilities.  I applied for the part-time post of
Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) at
the same school, eventually returning to full-time
work as Assistant Head with responsibility for
Inclusion.  It was in these varied and challenging
roles that I finally found a vocation.

The SENCo’s responsibilities are many. They
include making education for all children
accessible through individual learning
programmes and behaviour plans and training
teachers and staff to deliver them.  In most
schools the SENCo has a strategic role in the
senior leadership team and a responsibility for
safeguarding.   He or she will manage health and
severe disability issues and will be expected to set
up a variety of interventions which help children to
flourish.  When these bear fruit, especially in the
area of nurture, the reward is enormous. 

The Nurture Group Movement began in the late
sixties and was the response of Marjorie Boxall,
an educational psychologist, to the high levels of
distress in primary schools at a time of great
social upheaval and of teacher shortage. To
explain simply, Marjorie Boxall’s aim was to put
back into children’s lives what had been lost, from
the age of nought to three, through deprivation.
The aims have broadened but are still achieved by
the provision of homely rooms, or bases, where
simple rules, good manners, sharing and fairness
are demonstrated through a variety of activities.
Two trained adults work initially for a fixed number
of sessions per week, and for a maximum of four
terms, with up to six children at any one time. The
needs of the pupils are rigorously assessed before
admission and every step of the intervention is
recorded. Central to the nurturing ethos is a
shared snack time during which children can talk
and confide.   After visiting several successful

nurture groups I determined to set one up at my
own school.  It was my privilege to develop and
guide that initiative for three years. 

The act of nurturing thrives on mutual support and
on the belief that it works.  Absolute commitment
is required on the part of the whole school
community: those who fund it, those who present
it and those who use it. The challenge is to involve
parents and to help them replicate the nurturing
ethos at home. Nurturing is intensive and radical.
The benefits, however, are enormous.  From the
best groups, disadvantaged children return to
their classrooms gradually and then permanently.
They are like leaven in the lump, influencing their
classes for the better while making progress in
their own social skills and learning.  Children
remain group members for as long as they are in
the school.  If a pupil regresses in his or her
attitudes even slightly, there is the opportunity to
return and rediscover the right path.  This seems
to me very scriptural and has everything to do with
Our Lord’s teaching about forgiveness and
restoration.  

It has been said that nurture groups save lives. I
worked for five years to have two children removed
from an emotionally abusive parent. One term
before my retirement I faced in court the parent,
one of the children, the defending solicitor and the
judge. On that day I was able to call upon the
meticulous and detailed evidence recorded by our
nurture group practitioners. This convinced the
judge and led, ultimately, to a more stable future
for those children.

A Coordinator of Special Educational Needs is at
the heart of any school, improving learning and
improving lives.  It is hard to think of a teaching
role which provides more opportunities to do
God’s work among children and their families. 

Mary Speight
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Let me introduce myself, I am Mary, a Reader (Licensed
Lay Minister) in the Lichfield Diocese. I am licensed to a
Stoke-on-Trent parish that is affiliated to The Society and
Forward in Faith and under the care of Bishop Jonathan
Goodall.

Following attending a Bishop’s Certificate course and
giving further thought I explored with my then parish
priest the possibility of being licensed as a Reader.

When I was licensed In  1998 I was attending  a parish in
the south of Stoke-on-Trent that had Resolutions A and B
in place and then in 2000 moved to my current parish in
the north of Stoke-on-Trent which was also A and B but
subsequently passed C.  Under diocesan regulations
Readers who change parishes are required to wait 6
months before application for relicensing can be applied
for, but because of illness and I suppose my reluctance
to serve as a Reader again as the parting with the first
parish had been stressful it turned into two years. 

I will never forget the Sunday of Christ the King 2002,
just before my relicensing on Advent Sunday, when an
elderly lady in the congregation who was very forthright
came to me and said “I suppose you will forget all about
us when you are up there!” My answer to her was “No I
won’t forget you. Instead I will be at your beck and call.”
She made sure that I kept my word. When the church
went into interregnum I not only gave her home
communion but when she died I found out that she had
instructed both the funeral director and her executor that
I was to take her funeral. Between them this lady and
God made sure that I kept my word.  So the motto in this
is, don’t say things that you are not prepared to do, only
say things that you will do willingly. It was a privilege to be
able to carry out her wishes. 

The official definition of the role of a Reader states,
“Readers are lay people, called by God, trained and
licensed by the Church to preach, teach, lead worship
and assist in pastoral evangelistic and liturgical work.”
Often as Readers we can find that we can be underused,
undervalued, ignored and even over worked.  All Readers
are required to have role descriptor/working agreement
agreed by the incumbent/priest in charge, the Reader,
and then agreed to by the PCC. This is where as Readers
we can find that what we are asked to do can vary not
only between churches, but also when a new priest
comes. 
Even in today’s world surprise has been expressed to me

that a woman is a Reader within the Anglo-Catholic
tradition. But why shouldn’t we be? As Readers we are
not ordained we are laity. As Readers, we are licensed for
certain aspects of ministry, the same as male Readers.
Yes, there have been the occasions when people have
declined to accept the chalice from me, but will accept it
from a male server! I must admit that puzzles me, I have
not consecrated it, I am only administrating the chalice,
so the person who refuses it is actually refusing our Lord.
I am not offended, frankly I am sad for that person and
the fact that they do not understand that it is who
consecrates and not who administers that is important
for us as Anglo-Catholics.

As a Reader it is a privilege to be able to do home
communions and funerals (when requested.) As
well as the discussions on faith, death, family problems I
find that often I am told about the person’s health or
asked to help with form filling as parishioners  know that
in my working life I was a Chartered Physiotherapist
working within the local community of  North
Staffordshire. 

Readers are people who straddle the line, we are not
clergy, but often the congregation will see us as one they
can talk to in confidence. We may not be ordained but we 
know how to be confidential.  

Yes, I am a member of the College of Readers, our
patron is Bishop Norman of Richborough. As a member
I gain support from Readers in other Anglo-Catholic
parishes throughout the country. Often Diocesan
support tends to lean to the more liberal side of the
church where services of the Word are the focal point
instead of the Mass. 

Services of the Word offer more opportunity for a
Reader. 
Reader ministry in many dioceses now appears to have
been eroded by the training of pastoral assistants and
others. Readers are not trained and licensed just to be
available to step in when the priest is unavailable or the
parish is in interregnum. Many appear to think that
being licensed as a Reader is a back door way to
ordination, it is not. Being a Reader is a distinct ministry
in its own right, but a ministry that is dependent not
only on God but on how the priest of the parish wishes
to treat us.

Being a Reader in an Anglo-Catholic church can have its
highs and its lows. One minute we can be requested to
care for congregations as the parish is in interregnum
and no priest is available. We can also be ignored and
not asked to assist. Occasionally there is the request for
us to sub-deacon a high mass.  We can be asked to
preach on a regular basis or we can go months without
being asked. We can be regarded as part of the team or
sometimes not, as everything is at the priest’s
discretion and his willingness to work with a Reader. 

As well as preaching we can be asked:

• to visit the sick, 
• to conduct funerals, 
• to prepare candidates for confirmation, 
• to lead preparation sessions for baptism 
• to lead Lent /Advent/ other educational courses.
• to lead Morning or Evening Prayer
• to lead the Rosary or Stations of the Cross
• to give communion from the tabernacle 

Although we are licensed to a parish we can assist in
other parishes if requested but apparently this does not
appear to happen very often. 

A quality that all Readers need to have is patience. We
need to continue to sit like Mary at our Lord’s feet. Many
may never have the opportunity to be a Martha, but if
and when the opportunity/need comes then we need to
be willing and ready not only to be like Mary waiting on
our Lord but also like Martha doing what God and the
people require of us. 

Yes, life can be varied for those who are called to be
Readers (Licensed Lay Ministers)
Do you think that God is asking you to consider becoming
a Reader? Why not have a word with your parish priest? 
The College of Readers is for licensed Readers and
Readers in training or if you are considering offering
yourself for selection and want a confidential chat why
not contact me at mary@college-of-readers.org.uk 

College of Readers 

Membership of the 
College of Readers is for you 

If you are a Licensed Reader looking for study 
opportunities, support and spiritual development.

If you accept the traditional understanding of the 
apostolic ministry of bishops, priests and deacons.

If the answer to the questions is Yes 
then your next step is to: 

Visit our website   www.college-of-readers.org.uk                     
Or contact Mrs M E Snape 

Registrar/Treasurer of the College of Readers, 
mary@college-of-readers.org.uk
Annual membership fee £15.00

Patron. The Rt. Revd Norman Banks 
Bishop of Richborough

Co-patron. The Rt. Revd Martyn Jarret

Becoming a Reader

‘I want you to leave everything and follow me and
become a Sister’. 

What? I thought, don’t be silly, I can’t do that!

I was sitting in the Holy House praying, when these
words were spoken to me in my heart. I was on our
annual parish pilgrimage to Walsingham. I’d been
going for several years but this year was to be
different. My marriage had broken down a few years
beforehand; my husband was an alcoholic and as
his drinking got worse I felt the need to go to church
more, for:

The Lord is my strength, and my shield;
My heart hath trusted in him, and I am helped:
(Psalm 28 v8) 

I’d been going to Mass on Sunday mornings for
most of my life, but as time went on I started to
attend Evensong too. Then gradually I felt God
calling me to attend Mass every day and then to
start saying Morning Prayer. All this time I was
feeling that God was there leading me, but I had no
idea where. When I wasn’t at work, or looking after
the house, I was in church being a ‘Mary’ sitting at
the feet of Jesus listening to his word and receiving
the Sacraments, but also a ‘Martha’ busying myself
around the church cleaning, polishing and serving. 

Even though the marriage had broken down, I kept
my husband in my prayers every day, praying for him
to become dry and each year this was my intention
for my pilgrimage to Walsingham. After several
years, not only was he finally dry but he had also
been admitted to the Roman Catholic Church having
never gone to church before.

My children were growing up; my daughter was
already at university and my son preparing to go
while I did three part-time jobs to pay the bills. At
this point I started thinking about where my life was
leading. I looked at full-time jobs, but this would
mean I couldn’t go to Mass every day and I was still
feeling that was where God wanted me. So that year

I came on pilgrimage to Walsingham to ask God
where he was leading me; did I carry on as I was,
doing part-time jobs, struggling to make ends meet?
Or did I apply for the full-time job I had seen
advertised and give up the daily Mass? Then at the
Saturday evening Liturgy I saw two Sisters, and
suddenly heard God saying to me, ‘that’s what I
want you to do, leave everything and follow me, and
become a Sister.’ Well that definitely wasn’t on my
list of things to do!

I went home from that pilgrimage full of all sorts of
excuses as to why I couldn’t become a Sister:  I’ve
been married; I’ve got two children; I’m too old;
surely only 18 year old virgins can do that? But God
kept on, as someone once described it to me, it is a
bit like a tooth ache which doesn’t go away until you
do something about it. Readings, hymns, everything
seemed to be telling me to leave everything and
follow Him. 

So two and a half years later I entered the Society of
St Margaret at Walsingham as a postulant, the first
stage in religious life. After six months I was clothed
as a novice and then two and a half years later I
took my First Profession. The last stage will be for
me to take my Life Profession. At Profession we take
vows of poverty, chastity, obedience and charity,
giving our whole life, our time, our talents, all that
we have and are, to follow Him. 

Prayer is the heart of our life here. We have our own
chapel where we say the five-fold Offices: the Office
of Readings, Morning Prayer, Midday Office,
Vespers, and Compline. We also have a daily Mass
and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament each
morning. The sisters spend one and a half hours a
day in private prayer and Bible reading and set time
aside for spiritual reading.  

Our ministry is mainly at the Shrine; assisting with
laying on of hands at the Healing Liturgies, doing
Welcome Centre duty, attending and leading Shrine
Prayers and being around for anyone who wishes to

talk or pray with us. Groups or individuals, whether
they be pilgrims, guests staying in our cottage or
local people often join us in chapel for our Mass
and a coffee and chat.

Each year we select a charity and raise money for it
with the help of Associates and friends, making and
selling cards and small gifts which we sell in the
Shrine and our cloister.  I also go into the local
primary school weekly with a group leading
collective worship and listening to children read. I
act as a Street Pastor at the annual Youth
Pilgrimage, being a praying presence and a listening
ear. 

All of our ministry flows from the life of prayer, as St
Bernard said:
“The man who is wise, therefore, will see his life as
more like a reservoir than a canal. The canal
simultaneously pours out what it receives; the
reservoir retains the water till it is filled, then
discharges the overflow without loss to itself.  You
too must learn to await this fullness before pouring
out your gifts, do not try to be more generous than
God.”

Sr Carol Elizabeth SSM (Walsingham)

BECOMING A SISTER
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All Creatures Great and Small
It started as an impasse.  A career forged from the
arguments between a headstrong, stubborn
teenager who would not back down and her Dad
who thought she could do better.  He could not
understand my desire to become a vet.  He hoped I
would employ my talents to become a medic -
more respected, more respectable. 

I could not understand his late-life move towards
ordination.  I worried that in his move towards God
and the service of others, he would sever the
stubborn ties between us.  Also, it was deeply
uncool.

He could refute any argument I put against his
plans, he had The Divine on his side: “it is my
vocation,” he said, “I am being called.”

Eventually, I found the solution: “that is your
vocation; to be a vet is mine.  God is calling me to
do this.” 

And that was that.  It was my vocation, it still is my
vocation.  My love and interest in people, a deep
fascination with the natural world and how things
worked, a desire to improve the lives of others:
these were my God-given gifts.  And responding to
those gifts led me to become what I am today.  

A vocation means literally ‘a calling’ from the Latin
verb ‘vocare’, to call.  We all of us have our vocation,
many of us will have more than one, they ebb and
flow throughout our lives.  Mother; wife; daughter;
veterinary surgeon; Christian; the list seems
endless.  I suppose in the secular world, we might
refer to our many ‘roles’.

What does it mean, this calling to the lay life?

It is not always easy to be a Christian in this modern,
cynical, dismissive and sometimes hostile world.
Carrying our Faith out of church and into our
everyday life can be a frightening task, but is one
which we must continue to do.

For me, this means showing love in my daily life and
interactions with others: love for the sick, injured,
adored pets that I hope to treat; love for their
concerned owners; love for my colleagues, without
whom I could never hope to achieve as much alone
as we do together.  And I try to communicate my
love of the majesty of creation as exhibited in
Biology.

You’d be surprised what people open up and tell me
in the privacy of my consulting room - maybe more
than they’d tell their own doctors.  Listening to them
and caring for them is as important to me as caring
for their pets. 

I suppose in essence you might call this ‘integrity’, a
desire to be more than just a ‘Sunday Christian’.  In
her much loved book ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’, Harper
Lee wrote of the principled lawyer Atticus Finch that
he was “the same in his house as he is on the
public streets”; his integrity set him apart from other
members of his community.  This is what we, as
Christians, need to maintain.  We can’t say our
prayers on Sunday and then forget about them until
next week.  We must carry the light of Christ with us
into the world.  

A vocation to the ordained ministry is no more
significant than a lay vocation - it is merely different.
In fact, throughout the history of the Church, the
laity have been the driving engine which supports
those in the priestly ministry.  

The Christian Mission to Japan, founded by Francis
Xavier, was deprived of all clergy, of all bibles, of all
sacraments (except Baptism) and Christians were
threatened with torture.  Yet, under such
circumstances, the Church survived for 200 years
until priests were able to return in the 19th Century.
In the 15th Century the Emperor and Patriarch of
Constantinople betrayed the Orthodox faith for
political gain - but the laity rebelled at great
personal cost to themselves.  In the 4th Century St.
Hilary of Poitiers, himself a Bishop, wrote “the ears
of the people were more holy than the hearts of the
Bishops.”  

Never underestimate your own vocation as a lay
person.  Being a Christian and taking the love of
Christ into the world every day of your life is your
vocation.  Without you, the Priest cannot function,
for he is merely the servant of the people.  Without

you there is no Church.  For each one of us is a
member of that universal body, the Body of Christ.
You cannot be a Christian in isolation and you
cannot be a Priest without a flock to care for.  The
laity go out and live their lives in the world and they
take their Faith with them into the world, to places a
Priest could never go. 

By living your life as a Christian, with integrity, you
are living out your vocation.  You are doing great
work, God’s work, exactly as you are. 

Alex Ward

There’s a popular joke that most church folks will
have heard:  “What is the difference between an
organist and a terrorist?  You can negotiate with a
terrorist,....”  It makes me smile but I’d hate to think
that the parish priests I have worked with would think
of me as unapproachable and uncooperative! The
organist’s ministry must be part of the mission of the
Church bringing through their skills the Good News of
the Gospel!

I’ve been playing for Mass since I was fifteen and I’m
now seventy.  I had about six months piano lessons
with the organist of St John’s Church,  Birtley, Co
Durham and he realised I could read reasonably
quickly so he got me playing hymns from Hymns
Ancient and Modern . He was very crafty promising
that I could try them on the church organ. Obviously to
an impressionable fifteen year old this was mind
blowing!  He’d always give me two pieces of music for
my homework and one being a hymn tune! The first I
remember was Crimond together with a nondescript
piece of music. When I returned the following Monday
for my lesson I struggled through the boring piece but
the hymn tune Crimond was note perfect!

Over the next few weeks the same scenario played out
with the hymns being perfect and well you can guess
what the second piece of music would be like!
Eventually the organ lessons began with this excited
fifteen year old turning up for my first lesson about
forty minutes before it was scheduled. In those days
churches were always open and so I arrived sitting
myself in the choir stalls gazing up at the pipes on the
front of this lovely Blackett and Howden instrument. 

Ron explained the function of the two keyboards, the
massive set of pedals and the swell pedal. The piece
of music he selected was a simple item from Organ
Voluntaries by T Mee Pattison.  I was in church every
night after school practising hard sharing the organ
stool with a fellow student John Anderson who went on

to be a superb organist eventually he became organist
at St John’s Church when Ronnie Birleson retired 
from playing.

The following Sunday Ron allowed me to sit with him at
the console while he played for the Parish Mass. Ron
couldn’t give me anymore lessons because his shifts
had changed so over the coming weeks and months
John and I daily went into church spending hours
fathoming out the mysteries of the organ virtually
teaching ourselves how to play from what we had seen
Ronnie do the previous Sunday morning. One Sunday
John and I arrived for Mass to be greeted by an
agitated Fr Portsmouth, the parish priest. “Boys!” he
exclaimed,” Ronnie is ill you will have to play for Mass.”
We both hurried excitedly to the organ to sort out the
music and between us we managed to play for the
service. Whichever one of us wasn’t playing helped by
operating the stops giving quite a professional sound
to the organ! It was strange after this Sunday how
Ronnie could be ill occasionally and two fifteen year
olds would play for the Mass loving every moment of it!

One my happiest times was in the nineteen seventies
playing for Fr Derrick Darley parish priest at St Thomas
Craghead. Father was a true Anglo-Catholic introducing
the Roman rite of the Mass and adding Benediction to
the end of Evensong. He attained notoriety when he
installed a beautiful statue of the Madonna with one
lady causing such publicity with her protests it ended
up on the local television news! There was a lovely
ending to this story when this lady and her family
became fervent supporters of Father Derrick. When he
took over this church in the little mining village very
few people came to church; years later when Fr Darley
was moving back to his native Yorkshire he left a
vibrant church with over eighty people attending
Sunday Mass in a little village of five thousand souls!

This article began by saying the organist’s job is to be
part of the Mission of the Church.  These days this has
become more important and music at the service can

either add or reduce the atmosphere dramatically!
Today’s hymn books contain traditional and new
exciting worship songs with interpretation being
paramount.  The two instruments I am fortunate to
play are modern digital three manual organs with large
specifications. I have to admit to being a big fan of the
theatre organ and living in Blackpool there are three
superb WurliTzer organs still in regular use. The world
famous Tower Ballroom organ in the hands of its
principal organist Phil Kelsall MBE now in his forty first
year of residency is an incredible experience. The
other organs in the Opera House and Empress
Ballroom are also in regular use. 

The digital organs in St Christopher and St John
Vianney’s churches where I play have some superb
orchestral voices allowing modern songs such as
‘Deep within my Heart’ or ‘As I kneel before you
‘together with a bouncy song such as ‘Walk with me
Oh my Lord’ to reflect their true message. The little
choir at St Christopher’s Blackpool respond so well to
these songs. The singers have a wonderful bonding
and planning for each Sunday Mass where they
present usually two pieces as well as the Communion
time hymn is a combined effort with everyone deeply
involved in the process. A number of times members
of the congregation have commented on the
presentation which can be anything from a lovely
Salvation Army song to ‘Spirit Song’ by John Wimber!

The modern organist really does need to be a person
with many skills and perhaps they should make a
devotion to St Francis of Assisi to help with their work
using these beautiful words, ‘He who sings well, prays
twice.’

Bob Milner
Organist St Christopher’s Anglican & St John Vianney’s
Catholic Churches Blackpool.

A Musical Experience
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Holy Family,
Lord Lane, Failsworth,
Manchester
Christmas Eve

4.pm Christingle, 10.00pm 
First Mass of Christmas. 

Christmas Day
10am Parish Mass

Churchwardens
Peter French 0161 684  7422 or

Jacqui Weir : 0797 4340682

St Barnabas Parish Church
Morecambe

Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight
Mass and Blessing of the Crib

Christmas Day 10.00am Mass
Monday - St Stephen 

10.00am Mass
Sunday 31st December 

The Most Holy Family - 10.00am
Solemn Mass

For all enquiries during the Interregnum
please contact Morna Murgatroyd

(Churchwarden) on 01524 822332 or 
email mornatony@aol.com

The Church of
St.Columba, Middlesbrough   

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Mass of
the Nativity and Blessing of

the Crib. 

Christmas Day
10am Sung Mass with Carols.

Mass each day during the
Christmas Octave.

The Church of
St.John the Evangelist,

Middlesbrough
Christmas Eve

5.30pm Carols and Blessing
of the Crib

Christmas Day
10am Sung Mass with Carols.

For further information contact 
Fr.Stephen Cooper on 01 642 824779.

Saint Catherine’s, Todmorden Road, 
Burnley, Lancashire BB10 4AB

A Society & Forward in Faith Parish
Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Burnley

SUNDAY, 17TH DECEMBER
Christingle Service – 6:00pm

In Aid of the Children’s Society
CHRISTMAS EVE Children’s Mass & Nativity

Play 6:00pm, Solemn Mass & Blessing of
Crib 8:30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY Mass 8:30am & Family Mass
10:30am, Sunday, 7th January 2017
Community Carol Service – 6:30pm

In Aid of Pendleside Hospice
DAILY MASS Saturday: Vigil Mass 6:00pm

Sundays: Mass 8:15am & 10:30am
Rosary on Tuesday, Confessions on
Saturday 9:30am, Evening Prayer &

Benediction 6:30pm, First Sunday of the
month - every Sunday Advent & Lent

For other times please contact
Father Roger Parker 07977 291166

or see our website
www.saintcatherines.one

St.Barnabas,
West Street, Crewe.

A Parish of St.Wilfrid and St.Hilda under the
Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Beverley. 
For Confessions and Daily Mass times: 

01 270 212418. 

Sunday 17th December
10am Parish Mass "Looking towards

Christmas" Celebration for Children and
Families.  

Christmas Eve
11pm Midnight Mass and 

Blessing of the Crib.

Christmas Day
10am Solemn Mass and Procession 

to the Crib.    

Vicar: Fr.Ralph Powell SSC

St Hilda’s, Prestwich.
Greater Manchester

FiF Parish under the Episcopal Care
of the Bishop of Beverley

Services during the Christmas season.
Monday 18th December Carol Service
Sunday 24th December 11.00am Low

Mass, 8.00pm First Mass of Christmas
Monday 25th December

Christmas Day 11.00am High Mass
Monday 26th December 

Feast of St Stephen 9.30am Mass

Contact: Fr Ronald Croft 0161 773 1642
www.sthildasprestwich.org.uk 

The Parish of Swinton &
Pendlebury, Manchester

Christmas Eve
Morning: all at usual Sunday times.
4pm Christingle Vigil Mass at Saint
Peter's (M27 0WA) 7.30pm. Sung
Mass of the Vigil & Blessing of the

Crib at Saint Augustine's (M27 8UX)
11.30pm. Midnight Mass & Blessing

of the Crib at All Saints' (M27 9UG) & 
at Saint Peter's Christmas Day 

8am Mass of the Dawn at Saint Peter's
Sung Mass of Christmas Day with

Carols at All Saints' at 9.30am, Saint
Augustine's at 10am, & Saint Peter's

at 10.30am. December 26th
11am Solemn Mass for Saint

Stephen's Day at Saint Peter's,
followed by refreshments

For details of carol services, other services, etc. 

Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578 or
Fr.Michael Fish 0161 793 6816   
Parish Office 0161 727 8175

paroffsandp@btconnect.com

S. Andrew West Kirby
Christmas Eve
4.30pm Christingle, 

11.30 Midnight Mass. 
Christmas Day

8am Low Mass, 
10.30am High Mass.

Parish Priest Fr. Walsh. 
0151 632 4728,

www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk

St.Augustine's
Tonge Moor, Bolton

Wednesday, 20th December
7.30pm Carol Service (St.Aidan's).

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Mass with the
completion of the Christmas Crib. 

Christmas Day
9.15am Mass (St.Aidan’s),10.30am

Solemn Christmas Mass. 
Sunday 31st December

3pm Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols 

Fr.Tony Davies 01204 523899
ALL WELCOME

St.Margaret, Hollinwood 
& St.Chad

Limeside, Chapel Road, Hollinwood, OL8 4QQ
DECEMBER

SUN 24th - Christmass Eve
Midnight Mass and Blessing of the Crib: 

at Midnight. 

MON 25th - Christmass Day
The Nativity of the Lord, Parish Mass: 11am

SUN 31st - The Holy Family
The Parish Mass: 10:30am

JANUARY
MON 1st - Mary, Mother of God

Solemn Mass: Noon

SUN 8th - Epiphany of the Lord 
Parish Mass: 10:30am followed by Parish
Christmas Lunch / 3.00pm Carols at the

Crib & Benediction
Masses throughout the Christmass Octave

ALL at 9:30am.

Contact Fr.David Hawthorn 0161 681 4541

St. Matthew’s Church, 
North Quay, Douglas. IOM

Christmas Eve 
3.00pm Young People's  Mass &

Nativity Pageant
11.30pm Solemn Midnight Mass,

Blessing of the Crib and Homily

Christmas Day
10.30am Solemn Mass of the Day

and Homily
St Stephen 10.00am Mass

St John The Evangelist 10.00am Mass
Holy Innocents 10.00am Mass

St Thomas Becket 10.00am Mass
Octave of Christmas 10.00am

Mass
Most Holy Family 9.00am Mass

10.30am Solemn Mass and Homily
Mary, Mother of God

12.00 Solemn Mass followed by wine
and nibbles

Confessions by appointment
Parish Priest - Fr Tom Davis SSC

01624 676310

St.Michael, 
Coppenhall, Crewe

Christmas Eve
6.00pm Crib Service and Christingle,
11pm Midnight Mass of Christmas. 

Christmas Day
8.00am Mass, 10.00am Sung Mass

with Carols. 

Society  Parish under the care of
the Bishop of Beverley

Contact Fr.Charles Razzall SSC
01 270 215151

S. Stephen on the Cliffs 

Blackpool
Friday 22nd Dec 

6pm Candlelit Parish Carol Service

Sunday 24th Dec 
9am Said Mass of Advent 4 

10.30am Solemn Mass of Advent 4 
4pm Family Crib Service 

11.45pm Midnight Mass of Christmas 

Christmas Day 
10.00am Combined Mass, Said, 

with Christmas Carols
26th Dec S. Stephen’s Day,

Solemn Mass @ 10.30
Canon Andrew Sage

andrewsage@aol.com  01253 351484

December 10th 4.00pm
Christingle

December 17th 5.00pm
Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve  11.30pm
The First Mass of Christmass &

Blessing of the Crib

Christmas Day  9.30am
Mass of the Day

For further information contact 
Tony Hawkins on 07792 601295

Christ the King, 
Bowburn (DH6 5DS)
17th December, 
3rd Sunday of Advent:

11am Sung Mass
3pm Nativity Play & Christingle Service 

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity
with Blessing of the Crib; preceded by

carol singing from 10.45pm 
Christmas Day

9.30am Festival Mass
11am Festival Mass with carols

Parish Priest: Fr. John Livesley
SSC: 01388 814817

12  Together         WINTER 2017

This Christmas perhaps you would set yourself
to do two really worthwhile things – to seek
and to listen.

To help you with the first, here is a poem by
the late Fr Andrew of the Society of the Divine
Compassion.  Our Lord tells us that “unless
you become like a little child you cannot enter
the Kingdom of Heaven”. What better season
to become childlike, as was Fr Andrew SDC. In
this   poem notice his eagerness both to seek
and find the Child born in Bethlehem and, to
take hosts of children along with him in the
search. And, yes, Fr Andrew expects the
seeking and finding to be full of fun and
excitement! 

Hide and seek, hide and seek,
Seek, seek, children, seek,
Jesus is hidden away:
He's hidden somewhere in Bethlehem,
But no one knows where in Jerusalem.
Look, look in every nook,
Ask that old scribe who is reading his book,
Ask that old shepherd who leans on his crook,
Search in the stable hay.

Hide and seek, peep, peep;                                 
Little white lamb and old mother sheep,
Have you seen Jesus, say?
He'd hidden somewhere in Bethlehem,
But they can't tell where in Jerusalem.
Where can He be? He's ever so wee –
They say He is born in David's town,
And we have come trooping over the down;
Have angels been this day?

Hide and seek, peer and poke;
He might be under S. Joseph's cloke
Or Mary's robe of blue.
Could we see angels or could we find them,
We'd know we were near Him in Bethlehem,
Where can He be? He's ever so wee –
O look, look, look, come this way;
There, in a nook in a nest in the hay
I can see Him – can you?

Down the years he has certainly excited the
hearts and imaginations of young children, let
him excite yours this Christmastide.

Take care not only to seek the Child born of
Mary in the crib in your church and to linger
and pray there, but seek Him on the Altar at
Mass as He is Sacramentally born in the
cradle of the hands of your priest. He comes
for the world and for you. As your priest offers
Him to you in Holy Communion don’t look at
your hands but at your Saviour and adore Him.
He longs to make His home in you. Let your
Amen be a word of love and welcome.

Listen too! 

Throughout the Gospel, and no less in the
Nativity Story, the good God is calling men,
women and children to come home to Him,
and to bring others with them – just as a
chrysalis becomes a butterfly, so disciples are
destined to become apostles.

His call rings out in the Annunciation when the
Lord sent the Archangel Gabriel to Mary calling
her to be the Mother of our Saviour. He calls,
gently but firmly, when he encourages St
Joseph from his hesitation and doubts to
become the husband of Mary and the
Guardian of His Son. He calls old Zechariah
and Elizabeth to be the parents of the Lord’s
Forerunner, John. He calls shepherds from the
hillside and Sages from distant lands, to seek,
find and adore their Saviour born in
Bethlehem. He calls Peter and the others to be
his disciples and, when they began to argue
which of them was the most important, He
calls a young child into the midst of them to
teach them about humility. 

Thanks be that He called Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John to proclaim His Good News far and
wide so that every generation might know of
His Incarnate Life and work of Salvation. At our
Baptism He calls us to be, and in every
Sacrament of which we participate He
honours us as, his brothers and sisters within
the communion of His Church. 

In the service of the life, work and witness of
His Church, He continues to call and He longs
that we will hear, listen and answer Him.

This Christmastide, my prayer is that you will
eagerly seek the Lord both in the Manager and
on the Altar, and that you will linger in His
Presence prayerfully so that  you hear and feel
compelled to answer His call - because He is
calling you.

Have a blessed celebration of Our
Saviour’s birth.

Christmas Message

Together is published and edited by the Church Union in co-
operation with the Additional Curates Society, the Confraternity

of the Blessed Sacrament and Forward in Faith. 

The opinions and views expressed in this newspaper by
contributors and advertisers are their own, and not those of the
Church Union, Additional Curates Society, the Confraternity of

the Blessed Sacrament or Forward in Faith.

CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Church of 
Saint Paul the Apostle,
Paddington, Salford

Sunday 24th December 
*FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT*

11:00hrs PARISH MASS

*THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD*
23:30hrs FIRST MASS AT MIDNIGHT

Monday 25th December 
08:00hrs SECOND MASS AT DAWN

11:00hrs 
THIRD MASS DURING THE DAY

19:00hrs VESPERS AND BENEDICTION

Tuesday 26th
Saturday 30th December
10:30hrs MASS (Each Day)

Confessions each day before MASS or
by Appointment 0161-736-8868

St.Oswald's, Hartlepool 
Christmas Eve

9.30am Mass, 5pm Carol
Service and Nativity, 11.30pm

Midnight Mass. 
Christmas Day

9.30am Sung Mass

Parish Priest Fr.Graeme Buttery SSC

01 429 273201

St Wilfrid’s, Chatsworth Road,
Harehills, Leeds LS8 3RS

“Midnight Mass” 8pm
Christmas Day 10am

Mary Mother of God, 
January 1st 11am

Contact Fr Terry Buckingham 
SSC01943 876066

St Saviour with all Saints, 
Scarborough, Gladstone Road YO12 7EP

Christmas Eve 
5.30pm Crib & Christingle Service

11.00pm Sung Mass of the Nativity 
of The Lord

Christmas Day 
Mass at 10.00am

Parish Priest Fr.David Dixon,
frdavidsmart@gmail.com.

St Bede, Newsham
Blyth, Northumberland. NE24 4AS.
A Society Parish under the care of

the Bishop of Beverley
Christmas Eve

6pm Christingle.
Christmas Day

9.30am Parish Mass. 
New Year's Day

11am Sung Mass.
Saturday 6th January

11am Sung Mass 
(Children enactimg the Gospel)

For details of normal Mass times etc. please
see our web site: www.blythchurches.co.uk
Fr Richard Pringle SSC 01 670 352391

All Saints Team Ministry,
South Shields 

Christmas Eve - 11.30pm 
Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day - 10am 
Christmas Day Mass. 

Wednesday 27th December - 6pm
Nine Lessons and Carols

Contact Fr.Mervyn Thompson 
0191 456 1851

All Saints, 
North Street, York.

Christmas Eve
7.30pm  Procession, Blessing of

the Crib and High Mass,

Christmas Day
10.30am Said Mass of the Day 

with Carols. 

Contact Churchwardens: 
Mrs.Jill Marshall  01 904 632516

or Dr.Robert Richards 01 904 782122

Saint Cyprian of Carthage
Lancaster Road, Nottingham, 

(Top of Carlton Hill)

The Nativity of the Lord

Sun Dec 17th 7pm
Nine Lessons & Carols

Dec 24th 11.30pm
Solemn Mass

Dec 25th 10.00am
Solemn Mass

An Society parish in the care of
the Bishop of Beverley

St Martin on-the-Hill,
Scarborough

Albion Road YO11 2BY

'Scarborough's Pre-Raphaelite Gem'

Christmas Eve
Crib Service 4.00pm

11.30pm Sung Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8.00am BCP Holy Communion

10.30am Sung Mass of Christmas Day

Parish Priest Fr.David Dixon,
frdavidsmart@gmail.com.

All Saints, South Kirkby
Sunday 17th. December

at 4,30pm Children's Christingle
Service with Carols

Sunday 24th. December. Christmas Eve
6.00pm Christmas Family Mass

Monday 25th, December Christmas Day
10.00am Mass with Carols.

Parish Priest: Fr.Timothy Kaye 01 977 642795

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH
MIDDLESBROUGH

(corner of Linthorpe Road and Grange Road)

CHRISTMAS EVE
11.30pm

MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY
9.45am

MASS of the DAY

Parish Priest: Fr. Glyn Holland 
01642 820304

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
PARISH CHURCH CUDWORTH S72 8DD

Advent IV
8am Low Mass, 10.30am Solemn Parish

Mass 5pm Vigil Mass and Christingle,
11pm First Mass of Christmas and

Blessing of the Crib.
Christmass Day

8am Low Mass of the Dawn, 10.30am
Solemn Mass of the Day.

Masses on Tuesday to Saturday
9.30am

Holy Family
8am Low Mass, 10.30am Parish Mass.

Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
12 noon Solemn Mass & Party

Parish Priest: Fr David Nicholson, SSC, QHC
Tel:01226 710279   e-mail

FrNicholson@aol.com

St Peter and St Leonard, Horbury (WF4 6AS)
3rd December, Advent I: 3pm Toddler Service
17th December, Advent III: 6pm Carol Service

24th December, Christmas Eve: 5pm Christingle;
11.30pm Midnight Mass

25th December, Christmas Day: 8am Said Mass;
10.30am Sung Mass

31st December, Holy Family: 8am Said Mass;
10.30am Sung Mass

1st January, Mary, Mother of God: 12noon Sung
Mass, sherry & mince pies

St John, Horbury Bridge (WF4 5NU)
25th December, Christmas Day: 9am Sung Mass
27th December, St John, Patron: 12noon Sung

Mass & refreshments
31st December, Holy Family: 9am Sung Mass

Mass is celebrated daily in the parish 
except Mondays. 

For more information contact the Vicar, Fr
Christopher Johnson on 01924 576745.

St Paul. King Cross, Halifax:
Queens Road, HX1 3NU
Sunday 3rd December

6.30pm Service of Advent Music

Christmas Eve
2.30pm Carols by the Crib, 11.30pm

First Mass of Christmas.

Christmas Day
10.30am Mass

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Barnard 01422 360740

www.stpaulskingcross.co.uk

If you have ideas for content, please email
Together@additionalcurates.co.uk.
If you would like free copies for your
parish, or to discuss other matters of
distribution, please contact the ACS on
0121 382 5533, email
info@additionalcurates.co.uk 
or write to: 
The Additional Curates Society,
Gordon Browning House, Unit 7, 
Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24  9PB

If you would like to advertise in Together, please contact Mike
Silver on m.silver@breathe.com or 01634 401611.  
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THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
FOREST ROAD, FORD ESTATE, SUNDERLAND SR4 0DX

A PARISH OF THE SOCIETY OF 
S WILFIRD AND S HILDA

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 2017
SUN 17th Dec - 3rd Sunday of Advent

4.00pm Christingle Service followed by
mince pies and refreshments

SUN 24th Dec - Christmas Eve
6.00pm Lessons & Carols and Vigil Mass

of Christmas
MON 25th Dec - Christmas Day
9.15am Solemn Mass of the Dawn 

of Christmas
TUE 26th Dec - S Stephen

2.30pm Mass of the Feast
THU 28th Dec - Holy Innocents

9.00am Mass with Tea/Coffee 
and Mince Pies

SUN 31st Dec - The Feast of The Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9.15am Solemn Mass & Procession

SUN 7th Jan 2018
The Epiphany of the Lord 

9.15am Solemn Mass with Procession  
We wish you all the joys of the birthday of Jesus and

invite you to come and join with us in our celebrations
Parish Priest Fr Beresford Skelton 

CMP SCC 0191 5656318

St.Mary, Horden,
Co.Durham 
Christmas Eve 

4pm Christingle Service,
11.30pm Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day
8.30am Mass of the Dawn,

10am Mass of the Day. 

Fr.Kyle McNeil 0191 586 7110

The United Benefice of 
S. Hugh of Lincoln, New Cantley &

Holy Trinity, Doncaster.

17th December
6.00pm Joint Carol Service at Holy Trinity

24th December at 10.00am Benefice Mass for
Advent 4 at S Hugh 6.00pm Vigil Mass of

Christmas at S Hugh 10.00pm Mass of
Christmas night at Holy Trinity

Christmas Day 
8.00am Mass of the Dawn at S. Hugh 

10.00am Mass of the Day at Holy Trinity
26th 10.00am Mass of S Stephen at S Hugh
27th 10.00am Mass of S John at Holy Trinity

28th 6.45pm Mass of the Holy Innocents at
Holy Trinity

29th 12 Noon Mass of S Thomas Becket at S
Hugh 31st 9.00am Mass of the Holy Family

at Holy Trinity 11.00am Mass of the Holy
Family at S Hugh

1st January 12 Noon Mass of Our Lady at 
Holy Trinity

7th Jan 4.00pm Benediction for Epiphany 
at S Hugh.

For details contact Fr Stokoe on 01302 371256

Christ Church Staincliffe
and St John's Carlinghow,
Batley, West Yorkshire

Christmas Day Mass:
9.15am Carlinghow, 

11am Staincliffe.

For detail of other services,
please find us on Facebook.

CHRISTMAS AT S MARY MAGDALENE’S
WILSON STREET, MILLFIELD, 

SUNDERLAND SR4 6HJ
Sun 17th Dec – 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10.30 Solemn Mass
16.00 Lessons and Carols to welcome

Joseph & Mary to Bethlehem
Sun 24th Dec - Christmas Eve at Midnight

Midnight Mass of Christmas with
Procession & Blessing of the Crib

Mon 25th Dec - Christmas Day
10.30 Christmas Mass of the Day

with Carols at the Crib 18.30 Rosary at the
Crib and Candlelight Benediction
Tue 26th Dec - St Stephen’s Day

10.30 Mass 
Wed 27th Dec - S John The Evangelist

10.30 Mass followed by Coffee &
Mince Pies

Sun 31st Dec  - Feast of the Holy Family of
Jesus Mary & Joseph

10.30 Solemn Mass & Procession
18.30 Benediction

Sun 7th Jan 2018 - The Epiphany of the Lord
10.30 Solemn Mass with Procession of

the Three Kings 18.30 Benediction
We wish you all the joys of the Birthday of

Jesus and invite you to come &
join with us in our celebrations

Parish Priest Fr Beresford Skelton CMP SCC
0191 5656318

S.Chad, Toller Lane , Bradford.
Sunday 24th December - Advent IV
10.45am Solemn Sung Mass 

No Evensong
7.30pm Blessing of the Crib and First

Mass of Christmass

Monday 25th December - Christmass Day
10.45am Solemn Sung Mass of the

Day 4pm Evensong at the Crib 

Wednesday 27th - S. John, Apostle
and Evangelist
7.30pm Mass

For all other services and information
during the interregnum please

see our website 

The Church of 
Saint Hilda of Whitby.

Grangetown, Middlesbrough, TS6 7HU.

Christmas Eve
3pm Crib Service

11.30pm Solemn Midnight Mass
of the Nativity

Christmas Day
9.30am Mass of the Day

Vicar: Father Edward Mathias-Jones SSC 
Assistant Curate: Father Richard Brown SSC

Tel: (01642) 441190
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Holy Trinity Church
Bellevue Road, Ramsgate.

Christmas Services 2017

Sunday 10th December
9:30 Sung Mass and Christingle 

Sunday 17th December 
9:30 Sung Mass

Sunday 17th December 3:00pm
Carol Service and Nine Lessons 

Tuesday 19th December
9:30 Said Mass and Benediction 

Wednesday 20th December 
6:00pm Said Mass
Sunday 24th December 
9:30 Sung Mass

Sunday 24th December
11:30pm Midnight Mass

Monday 25th December
10:00 Christmas Day Sung Mass

Contact Ruth Leach-Bing Churchwarden
07971 725358

All Saints, Twickenham 
Christmas Eve

10pm Mass of the Nativity of 
the Lord. 

Christmas Day
11am Parish Mass.   

Fr.Alex Lane 0208 894 3580
Website: allsaintstwickenham.co.uk

Live liturgy stream:
www.ustream.tv/channel/all-saints-twickenham

Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham

Church of The Annunciation,
Chislehurst. 

Sunday 17th December
4.00pm Readings & Carols in

preparation for Christmas.
Christmas Eve

4.00pm Family Crib Service,
11.30pm Solemn Mass 

of Midnight.
Christmas Day

8.00am Low Mass of the Dawn,
10.00am Sung Mass of the Day.

Contact: 020 8467 3606
annunciation.chislehurst@gmail.com

and on Facebook

St George, Bickley BR1 2BE 
(in easy reach of Bickley and

Chislehurst stations)

Thursday 21st December
8.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve
4.00pm Crib Service, 

11.30pm Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day
10.30am Sung Mass.

For more information contact Fr Richard
Norman SSC on 020 8295 6411.

Holy Trinity Parish Church,
Upper Brook Street,

Winchester, SO23  8DG
Friday 22nd December

at 4.00pm Family Carols, mince
pies, mulled wine or fruit juice

Sunday 24 December 2017
Parish Mass 10.30 am

First Mass of Christmas     
Procession and Blessing of 

the Crib 7.00pm

Monday 25 December
Family Mass with Blessing of the

Christmas Tree 10.30 am

Contact details :- The churchwardens,
John Purver 01962 732351 or
Barbara Smith 01264 720887

Holy Trinity
Winchmore Hill, N21 3RS

Christmas Eve
4.00pm Traditional Nativity Play

and Vigil Mass of the Nativity       
11.30pm - Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day
9.00am Said Mass and 10.30am

Sung Mass. Mass 12.00 noon
each day in the Octave. 

Monday 1st Jan
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of

God. Said Mass 12 noon.
For Confessions and for

further information contact Fr Richard
Bolton rdeb2010@btinternet.com

0208 364 1583

SAINT ALBAN’S
HOLBORN

Tuesday 12th December
6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve
10.30am Combined Parish Mass
(Palestrina, Missa Ave Regina)

3.00pm Children’s Activities 
and Crib Mass

9.00pm Midnight Mass 
(Bühler, Mass in G)

Christmas Day 
10.30am Sung Mass

St Alban’s is on Brooke Street and
Baldwin’s Gardens, London EC1N

www.stalbansholborn.org

St.Andrew's, 
Deal, Society Parish

West Street, CT14 6DY
Sunday 17th December - 6.00pm Fesival of

the Nine Lessons and Carols. 
Christmas Eve

4pm Christingle, 11.30pm Blessing of the
Crib and Solemn High Mass of Midnight. 
Christmas Day - 8am Low Mass of the

Dawn (BCP, EM), 10am Solemn Mass of
the Day and Sermon.

Church Office 01 304 381131
e-mail : standrewsdeal@gmail.com

St Augustine
Aldershot

Christmass Eve
5.30 pm Children’s Service

11.30 pm Solemn Mass with
Blessing of the Crib

Christmass Day
10.00 am Family Mass

Enquiries, Confessions etc
Fr Keith Hodges 01252 320840

www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk

St.Mary the Virgin, 
Littlehampton,

Christmas Eve
5pm Children's Crib Service, 11.30pm

Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day
8am Low Mass, 10am

Parish Mass. Contact 
Fr.Roger Caswell on 01 903 724410

St.Martin,
Salisbury
Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day
10am Mass of the Day

Daily Mass - contact Fr.David
Fisher, 01 722 500896 

or visit our website:
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk

Christmas at 
St Martin’s Ruislip
Sunday 17th December
6.30pm - Carol  Service

Christmas Eve
4.30pm - Children’s Carols

6.00pm - Nativity Mass
11.30pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8.00am - Mass

10.00am - Sung Mass

www.stmartins-ruislip.org

St.Gabriel
Pimlico, London, SW1

Tuesday 12th December 7pm
Christmas Concert

Tuesday 19th December 7pm
Nine Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve

Family Crib service 4.00pm
Midnight Mass 11:30pm

Christmas Day
Holy Communion (BCP) 8am

Parish Mass 10:30am

Contact Fr.Owen Higgs 0207 834 7520
website www.stgabriels.com

St.Luke,
Kingston-upon-Thames 

Sunday 17th
5pm Family Carol Concert

with Canbury Singers
Christmas Eve

4:30 pm Crib Service
11pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8am Mass of the Nativity

10:30am Sung Mass

Contact Fr.Martin Hislop (Parish
Office)Tel. 020 8974 8079.
www.stlukeskingston.org.uk

St. Saviour & St. Peter
Eastbourne

Christmas Eve
4.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols,

11.30pm Midnight Mass with carols.

Christmas Day
8am Mass of the Dawn, 

10.30am Solemn High Mass with Carols. 

Contact Fr.Nicholas Archer 01 323 656806

St. Peter on the East Cliff
The Durlocks, Folkestone, CT19 6AL

Sunday 17th December
10.30 a.m. Solemn Mass

Sunday 24th December
8.00 a.m. Mass, 10.30 a.m. Solemn

Mass, 11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass 
Monday 25th December

8.00 a.m. Mass, 10.30 a.m. Sung Mass
for Christmas Day (no evening service)

Tuesday 26th December
12 noon : Mass for St Stephens Day

Thursday 28th December
7.00 p.m. Mass for Holy Innocents

Sunday 31st December
10.30 a.m. Carols and Communion -

Holy Family
Friday 6th January

10am.  Sung mass for Epiphany

Contact Father David Adlington
or Father David Goodburn SSC

01 303 254472
stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk
www.stpetersfolk.church

SACRED HEART
PLYMOUTH

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, 
SUTTON-ON-PLYM 

with ST SIMON, PLYMOUTH and
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, LAIRA

Advent IV
Said Mass 9.30am @ St. Mary

Parish Mass 11.00am @ St. John
Mass of the Midnight 10.30pm @ St John.

Christmass Day
Said Mass 10.30 am @ St. John.

Feast of Title of St. John
Parish Mass at midday followed by 

a light buffet.

For Confessions or information.
email frphilpott@gmail.com  

email churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com
www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk

St.Michael and 
All Angels, 

Poplar Walk, Croydon.
Sunday 17th December

6pm Nine Lessons and Carols. 
Wednesday 20th December 

1.15pm Lunchtime Carol Service.

Christmas Eve
8am Mass, 10.30am High Mass,

11.30pm Midnight Mass (with Choir
singing carols from 11pm)

Christmas Day
10.30am Christmas Morning Mass.

St.Stephen 12.30pm Low Mass.

Contact Fr.Tim Pike 0208 686 9343
e-mail: michaels.church@btinternet.com

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
35a Durham Road, East Finchley, London N2 9DP

Sunday 17th December
6.30pm Christmas Carol Service

followed by mulled wine and mince pies

Sunday 24th December Christmas Eve
3.00pm Children’s Christmas Service

with Carols
11.30pm Sung Midnight Mass 

with Blessing of the Crib followed by
wine and mince pies

Monday 25th December Christmas Day
10.00am Sung Mass of the Day

followed by wine and refreshments

Vicar: Fr Christopher Hardy SSC
020 8883 9315

www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk
www.facebook.com/allsaintsef

Heavitree Parish, Exeter
St Michael's (Church Lane)

Christmas Eve
6pm Crib service

Christmas Day
11.30pm Midnight Mass

8.00am Said Mass
10.30am Morning Mass with prayers

round the crib

St Lawrence's
(Lower Hill Barton Road)

Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service

Christmas Day
11.30pm Midnight Mass
10.30am Morning Mass

fuller details: www.heavitreeteam.org.uk

The Church of The
Good Shepherd,

Furnham 

Christmas Eve Sat 24th Dec
11:30 p.m. Midnight Mass (Sung)

Christmas Day Sun 25th
9:45 a.m. Mass (Sung)

Monday 26th December St. Stephen
10:00 a.m. Mass (Said)

Sunday 1st Jan 2017 - The Holy Family
9:45 a.m. Mass (Sung)

3:00 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday 8th January - Epiphany Sunday
9:45 a.m. Mass (Sung)

Contact: Fr.Jeff Williams 01 460 419527.
Website: churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

The Ascension
Lavender Hill, London SW11

Christingle and Carol Service
Sunday 17th Dec at 5.00pm 

Christmas Eve
11pm High Mass of Midnight. 

Christmas Day
10.30am  High Mass  
Sunday 31st Dec.
The Holy Family 

11am High Mass
Monday 1st Jan, 

Mary Mother of God 
Mass 12.00 noon

Epiphany (transferred)
Sunday 8th Jan

High Mass 11.00am  

Parish Priest, Fr Iain Young
020 7228 5340

St. Andrew's, Tudhoe Grange,
Spennymoor (DL16 6NE)

17th December, 3rd Sunday of Advent:
9am Sung Mass

6pm A Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carolsfollowed by mulled wine and

mince pies
Christmas Eve:

4pm Nativity Play & Crib Service
7pm The First Mass of Christmas

with Blessing of the Crib, preceded by
Carol Singing from 6.15pm

Christmas Day:
9am Festival Mass with carols

Parish Priest: Fr. John Livesley SSC: 01388 814817

St. Martin's, Barton, 
Barton Hill Road, Torquay,  TQ2 8JA

Carol Service
Advent 3, Sunday December 17th at

6.00.p.m.

Christingle and Crib Service,
Christmas Eve 4.00.p.m.

Families and children especially welcome.

Midnight Mass
Christmas Eve, 11.30.p.m.

Christmas Morning Mass
Christmas Day, 10.00.a.m.

Fr.Gorran Chapman 01 803 327223

Christmas in the Parish
of Swindon New Town
Sunday 17 December

6.00 Carol Service at S. Luke's

Wednesday 20 December
7.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

at S. Mark's
Sunday 24 December

Advent IV Masses at S. Saviour's 9.00am;

S. Mark's & S. Luke's 10.30am
Christmas Eve

4.00pm Crib Service at S. Saviour's
9.00pm Mass of the Nativity at S. Luke's

11.30pm Midnight Mass at S. Mark's

Christmas Day
10.30am Family Mass of Christmas Day at

S. Saviour's
Contact Parish Administrator 01793 538220

swindonnewtown@btinternet.com

The Parish of St.Peter
& the Holy Apostles,

Plymouth 

Advent 4  
10.00am Sung Mass at St Peter's,

Wyndham Square
10.00 Mass with Hymns at St

Thomas, Keyham

Christmas Eve 
5.00pm Blessing of the Crib and Vigil
Mass of Christmas at St.James, Ham.

11.30pm Blessing of the Crib and
Midnight Mass of Christmas at
St.Peter's, Wyndham Square. 

Christmas Day 
10am Sung Mass and Carols at

St.Peter's. 

OCTAVE (including Feasts)
10am Sung Mass DAILY in St Peters

Fr.David Way 01 752 222007
fr.davidway@gmail.com

BATHWICK PARISHES, BATH
St.Mary’s (bottom of Bathwick Hill) and

St John’s (opposite the fire station)

Wednesday 20th December
Nine Lessons and Carols (6pm, St Mary’s)

Christmas Eve
Sung Mass at (9am St.John's) 

(10.30am, St.Mary's)
Crib service (4pm, St Mary’s)

Vigil Mass of Christmas (6pm, St John’s)
Midnight Mass (11pm, St Mary’s)

Christmas Day
Sung Mass (10am, St John’s)

Sung Mass (10.30am, St Mary’s)

Normal Sunday services
Sung Mass (9am, St John’s and

10.30am, St Mary’s)
Evening Services 

(6pm, alternating venues)

Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052
or www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

Holy Nativity,
Knowle, Bristol
Christmas Eve 

4pm Crib Service for Children,
9.30pm First Mass of Christmas.

- 10am Mass of the Day

Fr.Steve Hawkins SSC
07834 462054

fr.stevenhawkins@googlemail.com

St.Ambrose, Westbourne,
Bournemouth

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Mass.

Christmas Day
8am Said Mass (BCP), 
10am Sung Mass (CW)

Sunday, 31st December, 4pm 
Nine Lessons & Carols.

Fr.Adrian Pearce. 01 202 911569. 
e-mail - afpear2@gmail.com

Parish Office 01 202 766772.

S. Peter’s London Docks,
Wapping Lane, London E1W

Sunday 24th December
10:00am Solemn Mass 
4th of Advent Eve of Christmas
4:00pm  The Christingle Journey to the 
           Crib Carols

11:30pm  Solemn Midnight Mass of 
           the Nativity
           Procession of the Bambino
           Blessing of the Crib

Monday 25th December Christmas Day
8:00am  Mass of Christmas Dawn

10:00am Solemn Mass of Christmas Day 
             Devotions at the Crib

Saint Stephen M  Tuesday 26th December
Saint John Ap Wednesday 27th December
Holy Innocents Mm Thursday 28th December
Mass each day at 11:00am

The Holy Family Sunday 31 December
Solemn Mass at 10:00am
Followed by Mince Pies and Fizz

You are warmly welcomed to your
Parish Church

With our Prayers and Good Wishes that you might
have a Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas

Contact: Bishop Robert Ladds SSC 020 7488 3864

Parish of All Saints and St Saviour
All Saints Church, All Saints, Road

Weston-super-Mare, BS23 2NL
A Peaceful and Holy Christmas to all

Everyone welcome
7.00pm Wednesday 13th Dec

Annual Carol Service
“Carols by Candlelight”

In aid of the Weston Hospital Scanner Appeal
Sunday Dec 24th Christmas Eve

10.30am Mass
11.00pm Midnight Mass and Blessing of

the Crib
Monday Dec 25th Christmas Day

9.00am Low Mass
10.30am Said Mass with Carols

Wednesday Dec 27th Thursday Dec 28th
& Saturday Dec 30th

10.00am Mass
Sunday Dec 31st the Holy Family

9.00am Mass
10.30am Parish Mass

Wednesday Jan 3rd Thursday Jan 4th
& Saturday Jan 6th

10.00am Mass
Sunday 7th January Epiphany

9.00am Mass
10.30am Parish Mass

Parish Office: 01934 415379
e-mail: allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com

Visit our website www.allsaintswsm.org

PARISH AND MISSION
COMMUNITY OF OUR

LADY OF GLASTONBURY:
PLYMOUTH

24 DECEMBER: CHRISTMASS EVE
5 PM: CHILDREN’S CRIB LITURGY: 

ST FRANCIS, HONICKNOWLE

7 PM: VIGIL MASS OF CHRISTMASS: 
ST CHAD: WHITLEIGH

11 PM: MIDNIGHT MASS: 
ST FRANCIS: HONICKNOWLE

10 AM: SUNG MASS: 
ST AIDAN, ERNESETTLE

S. HELEN’S PARISH CHURCH
WEST AUCKLAND, COUNTY DURHAM

Saturday 16th December
11.30am Messy Christmas

Sunday 17th December  (Advent 3)
10.00am The Parish Mass 

6.00pm The Parish Carol Service
with choirs from local schools

Sunday 24th December (Advent 4)
10.00am The Parish Mass  

Christmas Eve
4.00pm Family Service

11.30pm Midnight Mass by Candlelight 
Christmas Day

9.30am Mass of the Day
Mass each day of the Christmas Octave at

10.00am
Sunday 31st December (Holy Family)

10.00am The Parish Mass
Monday 1st January (Mary , Mother of God)

12.00pm  Holy Mass 
Sunday 7th January (The Epiphany of the Lord)
10.00am The Procession of the Kings and

Solemn Mass followed by the Epiphany
lunch in the centre

www.sthelenschurch.co.uk
follow us on facebook

Parishes of Edlington S John the
Baptist and Hexthorpe S Jude in

the Diocese of Sheffield
Contact: Fr Edmonds SSC 01709 858358

or Fr D'Silva 01302565266
Sunday 17th (Advent 3)

9am Solemn Mass at Edlington
11am Solemn Mass at Hexthorpe

4pm Christingle at Hexthorpe
Saturday 23rd

4pm Crib Service at Edlington
Sunday 24th (Advent 4) Christmas Eve

9am Solemn Mass Edlington
11am Solemn Mass Hexthorpe

7pm Vigil Mass and Crib Service at
Hexthorpe 11.30pm Solemn Mass During the
Night with Blessing of the Crib Edlington

Christmas Day (25th)
9am Solemn Mass of the Dawn Edlington

11am Solemn Mass of the Day at Hexthorpe
S Stephen's Day (26th)

9.30am Said Mass Edlington
St John, apostle & evangelist (27th)

9.30am Said Mass Hexthorpe
The Holy Innocents (28th)
9.30am Said Mass Edlington
S Thomas Becket (29th)
9.30 Said Mass Hexthorpe

6th Day of the Octave of Christmas (30th)
9.30 Said Mass Hexthorpe
The Holy Family (31st)

9am Solemn Mass at Edlington
11am Solemn Mass at Hexthorpe

1st January 2016 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God

12noon Solemn Mass Edlington
followed by fizz and nibble

St. Augustine's Church, 
Cooden Drive, Bexhill on Sea.  TN39 3AZ

Christmas Eve
5.00pm Nativity Play with Carols

11.30pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day
8.00am  Mass,

10.00am Parish Mass for all
ages (With traditional carols)

Further details:  Fr. Robert Coates SSC
01424  210 785.

S.Michael and All Angels,
Victoria Road, Brighton, BN1 3FU

A Society Parish
Sunday 17th December

6pm Carol Service by Candlelight.

Christmas Eve
5pm Crib Service, a short service of
around thirty minutes for children.

11.30pm Midnight Mass.

Christmas Day
10.30am Mass of Christmas Day.

Vicar: Father Robert Norbury 01273 727362
Parish Office: 01273 822284

www.saintmichaelbrighton.org

St.Martin, Lewes Road,
Brighton

Sunday 17th December
4pm Carols for Everyone.

Christmas Eve
4pm Children's Crib Service,

11.30pm Midnight Mass.

Christmas Day
10am Mass of the Day.

Canon Trevor Buxton 01 273 604687

Saint Stephen’s 
Gloucester Road London SW7 4RL

Advent 3  17 December 
Service of Lessons and Carols with

Benediction 18.00
Advent 4  24 December 

Solemn Mass 11.00
Missa de angelis (Plainchant)

Christmas Eve  24 December
Midnight Mass 23.30

Missa ad prsesepe (Malcolm)
Cantique de Noel (Adam)

Christmas Day   25 December
Solemn Mass 11.00
Missa Brevis (Drott)

In dulci jubilo (Traditional)

S Stephen’s Day  26 December
Solemn Mass 11.00

G: Missa Brevis (Dove)
Missa in tempore nativitatis (Drott)

Deus tuorum militum (Drott)
Break forth O beauteous heavenly light (Bach)

In the bleak midwinter (Darke)

www.saint-stephen.org.uk

St.Dunstan with Holy Angels,
Cranford, West London. 
The nearest The Society Parish

to Heathrow Airport. 

Christmass Eve
11.30pm First Mass of Christmass

(St.Dunstan's). 

Christmass Day
10.30am Solemn Mass of the Day

(Holy Angels).  

Sunday 31st 
The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9.30am Solemn Mass (Holy

Angels), 11.15am Solemn Mass
(St.Dunstan's)

Rector: Fr.Michael Gill SSC 020 8897 8836.

Society Churches on
the Isle of Wight

Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass with

Blessing of the Crib at 
Good Shepherd, Lake

5pm Carols around the Crib at 
All Saints, Godshill

11.30pm Midnight Mass at
St.Saviour, Shanklin

Christmas Day
9.30am Parish Mass at 

Good Shepherd, Lake
9.30am Mass at 

St.Alban's, Ventnor
11am Mass at All Saints, Godshill

11am Parish Mass at 
St.Saviour, Shanklin

St.Aiden, Grangetown,
Sunderland, SR2 9RS
24th December - 4th Sunday of Advent

10.00 am Parish Mass
6.00 pm Parish Carol Service

12.00 Midnight Mass

Christmass Day
10.00  Parish Mass

6.00pm Benediction by candlelight

26th December - 30th December 
9.30 Mass (Daily)

31st December - The Holy Family
10.00 am Parish Mass
6.00pm  Benediction

1st January 2018 - Mary, Mother of God
12.00 (noon) Mass

Contact: Father David Raine SSC
Tel 0191 5143485 e: farvad@sky.com

ST.WILFRID, CANTLEY,
DONCASTER 
Christmas Eve

5.30pm Christingle and Vigil Mass 
(for Families), 11pm Midnight Mass.

Christmas Day
10am Parish Mass. 
Tuesday 26th
9.30am Mass. 
Thursday 28th

6.30pm Carol Service. 
Sunday 31st

8am Mass, 10am Parish Mass. 

All are welcome.
Fr.Andrew Howard 01 302 285316,

mob 0774 0932758. e-mail
fatherahoward@gmail.com
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All Saints, Torre,
Bampfylde Road,

Torquay
Christmas Eve
Crib Service 4pm

Midnight Mass 11.30pm

Christmas Day
Mass 9.30am

Contact
Fr Peter March SSC
(01803) 312754

p.j.march@hotmail.co.uk

SS.Stephen and Mark
Lewisham

(opposite Lewisham Station and DLR).  

Christmas Eve
4pm Christingle Service
5pm Family Vigil Mass

11.30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8am Mass of the Dawn
10am Mass of the Day

St Stephen's Day
11am Patronal Festival Mass

Preacher: The Bishop of Woolwich

New Year's Eve
11.30pm Watch Night Mass

Vicar: Fr .Philip Corbett 02083189590

St.Michael and All Angels,
Tonbridge Road, Maidstone.

Sunday 10th December
10:30 a.m. Mass; 

4:30 p.m. Benediction. 

Sunday 17th December
10:30 a.m. Mass; 4:30 p.m. Nine Lessons

and Carols. 

Christmas Eve
10:30 a.m. Mass; 4 p.m. Crib Service,

11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass and Blessing
of the Crib. 

Christmas Day
10.30 a.m. Sung Mass of the Day. 

28th December
10:30 a.m. Mass of the Holy Innocents.

Contact  Fr Neil Bryson SSC 01622 721123

St Saviours Church 
Jervis Road, Stamshaw, Portsmouth, PO2 8PS

SUNDAY 17th
10am  Mass.

Midweek services 
Monday  9.30am
Wednesday 11.30

Friday 7.00pm.
Sunday 24th Christmas Eve Mass 

10.00 am, Crib Service 4.30pm
Monday Christmas Day 

Mass 10.00 am  

Church contact number evenings only.
07783852652

Saint Mary, 
South Ruislip

Sunday 17th December
7.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols

Saturday 23rd
4.00pm Christingle and 

Children's Party.

Sunday 24th
10am Parish Mass, 11.00pm Carols,

11.30pm Midnight Mass.

Solemnity of Mary, 1st January
12 noon Festival Mass.

Vicar Fr.Eric Lobsinger 0208 842 3783
Website: www.stmarychurchruislip.co.uk

S. Augustine, Kilburn
NW6 5XD

Sunday 24th December:
8.00am & 10.30 am Masses 

for Advent IV
5.00 pm Crib Service

11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day:
10.30 Solemn Mass

www.saugustinekilburn.org.uk

St Luke’s, Jersey
Sun 17 Dec

1800 Christmas Carols by
Candlelight 

Christmas Eve
1600 Christingle Service

2330 Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
1000 Family Mass

Fr Nick Barry 01534 851445

All Saints 
South Wimbledon

Christmas Eve
5pm Christingle and Crib Service,

11.45 Midnight Solemn Mass. 

Christmas Day
11am Solemn Mass.  

Contact Fr. Christopher Noke 020 8948 7986

www.allsaintswimbledon.org.uk

ADVERTISE HERE
If you would like to

advertise in Together,
please contact 
Mike Silver on

m.silver@breathe.com 
or 01634 401611

ALL SAINTS’ BENHILTON
SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3DA

A Parish of The Society
and in the care of the Bishop of Fulham

Christmas Eve:
4:00 p.m. Crib & Christingle Service

11:00 p.m. Carols by candlelight
11:30 p.m. Solemn Midnight Mass

Christmas Day:
10:00 a.m. The Solemn Mass of

Christmas Day

For further details during the
Interregnum, please contact

the Churchwardens:
Mrs Linda Roots (020 8644 7271) 

Mrs Carolyn Melius (020 8642 4276) 
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All Saints with
St.Michael, Shrewsbury

Sunday 17th December
9 Lessons & Carols 3pm

Christmas Eve
Parish Mass of Advent IV

11,30pm Midnight Mass of The Nativity
Christmas Day

9.30 Parish Mass
St. Stephen 12.00 noon  Low Mass

St. John 12.00 noon  Low Mass
Holy Innocents

12.00 noon  Low Mass
S. Thomas Beckett

12.00 noon Low Mass
5th Day of the Octave
12.00 noon Low Mass
7th Day of the Octave 
Low Mass 10.30pm

Sunday after Christmas
9.30am Parish Mass.

Enquiries: Fr.Paul Lockett SSC 01 743 357862

St.Giles-in-Reading
Christmas Eve

4pm Family Crib Service,
12am Midnight Mass. 
Christmas Day

9.15am Low Mass, 
10.30am Sung Mass.

Parish Priest Fr.David Harris
01 189 572831. 

Website:www.sgilesreading.org.uk

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
ST LAURENCE, LONG EATON
Market Place NG10 1LT (diocese of Derby)

Christmas Eve: 
4 pm Crib Service

11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day:
9.30 am Sung Mass

Parish Office: 07791596404

HOLY TRINITY, ILKESTON
Granby Street DE7 8HQ (diocese of Derby)

Christmas Eve:
11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day:
11.00 am Sung Mass

Parish Office: 07570597873

Bishop Roger Jupp SSC (Parish Priest)

Christmas in Walsingham
Christmas Eve

4.30pm       Crib Service                                      Shrine Church
6.30pm       Solemn Vigil Mass                             Shrine Church
11.30pm     Solemn Mass of Midnight &               Parish Church
                   Blessing of the Crib

Christmas Day
8.00am       Low Mass of the Dawn                        Shrine Church
11.00am     Solemn Mass of the Day                     Parish Church

S.Stephen, Protomartyr
11.00 am    Solemn Mass                                     Parish Church

~  followed by drinks
www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk     www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk

St.Augustine
Grimsby
Christmas Eve

4pm Crib Service, 
11.30pm Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day
9.30am Parish Mass.

Parish Priest 
Fr.Edward Martin 07736 711360

All Saints, Small Heath,
Birmingham, B10

Sunday 17th December
6pm Carols by Candlelight. 

Christmas Eve
3pm Christingle, 11.30pm

Midnight Mass. 

Christmas Day 
10.30am Mass for all the Family. 

Fr.Anthony Murley SSC 0121 772
0621 www.allsaintsonline.co.uk

St Agatha's Sparkbrook 
& St Barnabas' Balsall Heath

Birmingham

Christmas Eve
Blessing of the Crib and Family
Mass 6.30 pm at St Agatha's

Christmas Day 
Solemn Mass of Christmas 10.00

am at St Barnabas'

Enquiries to Fr. John Luff
0121 449 2790

St Peter,
Bushey Heath.

Christmas Eve
11.30pm First Mass of the Nativity

Christmas Day
9.30am Family Mass with carols

Parish Priest  
Fr. Andrew Burton SSC (020 8950 1424)

www.stpeterbusheyheath.org.uk
Under the episcopal care of the 

Bishop of Richborough

St.Michael, Thorpe-le-Soken
Near Clacton-on-Sea

Christmass Eve
5.00pm Crib & Christingle Service, 

11.30pm Solemn Midnight Mass and
Blessing of the Crib. 

Christmass Day 
10am Family Mass. 

For Daily Mass times call
Fr.Jeremy Dowding SSC 

01 255 861234

St Peter’s Crabbs Cross,
Redditch 

Sunday 17th December, Advent 3
6pm Carol Service. 
Christmass Eve

4pm Blessing of the Crib for all ages
11:00pm Solemn Midnight Mass of

the Nativity
Christmass Day

10am Mass of the Day. 

9am Mass during the Octave.
31st Holy Family 8am 10am

January 1st
Solemnity of the Mother of God 10am

Fr.Mike Bartlett SSC 01 527 545709
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St Barnabas 
& St.Thomas Oxford

Christmas Service Times 2017:
Sunday 3rd December:

Advent Carol Service 6.30pm (StB)

Tuesday 19th December
6pm: Carol Singing arond the parish

(meet at StB)
Friday 22nd December: 3.30pm

Candlelight Crib Service (STM)
Sunday 24th December: 10.30am Parish
Mass for Advent 4, 4pm Family Crib

Service (StB) 10.30pm Midnight
Mass (all at StB) Monday 25th

December: 9.15am Low Mass (STM)
10.30am Parish Mass (StB)

Sunday January 7th: 6.30pm Epiphany
Carol Service (StB). 

see website: www.sbarnabas.org.uk
Fr Jonathan Beswick SSC 01865 557530

St.Mary's
Knox Road, Wellingborough

Christmas Services 
Christmas Eve 

11.30pm Sung Mass by Candlelight. 

Christmas Day 
10.30am Sung Mass.
Further details from 

Fr.Robert Farmer 01 933 225626

St Mary at the Elms,
Elm Street, Ipswich IP1 2EF

Website www.stmaryattheelms,org.uk
Christmas Services: All welcome!

Carol Service:
Tuesday 19th December 12.30pm

Christmas Eve: 10.45am Sung Mass
4.30pm Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day: 10.45am Sung Mass
Contact: Fr John Thackray 07780 613754

St. Luke's Church
St. Luke's Road,  Southend-on-Sea

24th December – Christmas Eve
4pm Blessing of Crib & 

Candlelit Carols
6pm Christingle Carol Service in aid

of the ‘Children’s Society’
11.30pm Midnight Mass of Christmas
25th December- Christmas Day

10am Family Eucharist

Contact: Fr.James McCluskey 
01702 467620

stlukescentre@btinternet.com

St.Mary, Mendlesham, Suffolk

Sunday Sung Mass 9.30am. 
Daily Mass. 

For Christmass Services 
contact Fr.Philip Gray SSC on 

01 449 766359
www.stmarysmendlesham.org.uk

St Aidan, 
New Parks,
Leicester

Sunday 24th December
at 10.00am Mass for the Fourth Sunday

in Advent
3.00pm Christingle

Carol Service
11.30pm First Mass

of Christmas

Monday 25th
10.00am Mass of

Christmas Morning

Tuesday 26th
10.00am Mass of Saint

Stephen.www.saintaidansnewparks.co.uk
Parish Priest Fr.Simon Lumby,
0116 287 2342

St.Augustine's
Edgbaston, Birmingham

(BCP/English Missal)
Sunday 17th Advent III

6.30pm 9 Lessons & Carols
Christmas Eve

6.30pm Blessing of the Crib
11.30pm Sung Mass

Christmas Day
8.00am Low Mass

10.30am Sung Mass
St Stephen, St John & Holy Innocents Days

10.30am Low Mass

Vicar: Fr Matthew Tomlinson 
0121 454 0127

www.staugustines-edgbaston.org.uk

St.Gabriel's, Fullbrook,
Walstead Road, Walsall, WS5 4LZ. 

Sunday 17th December 
4pm Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 24th December – Christmas Eve
4pm Crib Service

11.30pm Midnight mass

Monday 25th December – Christmas Day
8am mass

10am Parish mass

Fr.Mark McIntyre 01 922 622583

St Luke's,
Holbrooks, Coventry 

Sunday 17th Dec - 4pm 
Family Carol Service

Christmas Eve - 4pm 
Family Crib Service; From 11pm Carols

round the Crib, followed by Midnight Mass; 

Christmas Day
10am Parish Mass. 

Further details: 024 7668 8604 or
facebook.com/holbrookschurch

United Benefice of Calow &
Sutton cum Duckmaton
Advent and Christmas

St Mary’s Sutton Scarsdale
Church open Saturdays 

2, 9, 16, 24 for refreshments 2-4
9, 16,24 Crafty Advent 2-4

Sunday 17th 3pm
Requiem and lighting of Memorial

Candles
Christmas Day 10.30 am

Christmas Eucharist
Sunday 31st 3pm

Benefice Carol Service
Sunday 7th January 2018 3pm 

Epiphany Eucharist

St Peter’s Calow
Friday 22nd 7pm  

Lighting of the Memorial Candles 
and Carols

Sunday 24th 3pm
Christingle with Carols 

11pm  First Mass of Christmas
Sunday 31st 9.45am

Mass of the Holy Family
We join St Marys for Benefice Carol

Service at 3pm
Sunday 7th January 2018
Mass of the Three Kings

Contact Fr Kevin Ball
07401810114 

www.calow-sutton-duckmanton-church.co.uk

SS Mary & Chad, Longton 

Christmas Eve
4.00pm Family Crib Service, 
11.30pm Midnight Mass of 

the Nativity. 

Christmas Day
10.00am The Parish Mass. 

Confessions after any of the above 
or by appointment.

Fr.Kevin Palmer 01 782 313142 

St John the Baptist,
Coventry

A Society parish

Christmas Eve
2.00pm Carols round the Crib

11.00pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10.00am Sung Mass

Fr Dexter Bracey 02476 711687
stjohnthebaptistcoventry.org.uk

THE PARISH OF ST STEPHEN’S
SPRINGFIELDS AND ST MARTIN’S
PARKFIELDS, WOLVERHAMPTON,

CHRISTMAS SERVICES.
17th December: St.Stephen's 4pm:

Traditional Advent Carols and Readings
24th December: St.Martin's

9.15am Sung Parish Mass; 4pm Family
Service; 8.30pm: First Mass of Christmas
St Stephen’s: 11am: Sung Parish Mass;

10pm: First Mass of Christmas.
25th December:  St Martin’s: 9.15am:

Sung Parish Mass
St Stephen’s: 11am Sung Parish Mass

26th December: St Stephen’s: 
11am: Sung Patronal Mass – Guest

Preacher
Fr Stuart Powell SSC, Vicar: 07905-760964; 

Fr Tony Hutchinson SSC, Asst Priest: 07530-585141

Christ Church with St Mary
Magdalen and St.Peter and St.Paul.

ST.LEONARD'S-on-SEA,

Christmas Eve
4pm Children's Crib Service,

11.30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8am Low mass, 10.15am

Parish Mass
Fr Luke Irvine-Capel SSC
Rector and Parish Priest

www.christchurchstleonards.co.uk

St John's Church, Kensal Green
Christmas Services

Friday 22nd December
6pm Carol Service

Saturday 23rd December
Crib and Christingle Service 4pm

Christmas Eve
9.30am Mass of the Sunday

11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day

11am Sung Mass
St John's Day

12 noon Sung Mass

Contact:
www.stjohnskensalgreen.org.uk/welcome.htm

HOLY SPIRIT, 
Fawcett Road, Southsea, Portsmouth. PO4 0DY

In Interregnum
Sunday 17th December

8am Mass / 10am Parish Mass
6pm Carol Service

Sunday 24th December
8am Mass / 10am Parish Mass
4pm Crib service & Christingle

11.30pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 25th December

10am Solemn Mass of the Nativity
Bishop John Hind

Tuesday 26th December. St Stephen
10am Sung Mass.

Wednesday 27th December. St John
10am Sung Mass

Thursday 28th December. Holy Innocents
10am. Sung Mass

Sunday 31st December. Holy Family
8am Mass / 10am Parish Mass
Sunday 7th January 2018 Epiphany

8am Mass / 10am Parish Mass
Bishop Norman Banks

Contact Churchwardens. Michael Bourner
02392 423080 Doug Fenton 02392 814781

website Holyspiritsouthsea.org.uk

All Saints, Eastchurch,
Isle of Sheppey 

Sunday December 17th at 6.30pm
Service  of Lessons  and  Carols.

Christmas  Eve December 24th
10am Parish Mass
Crib service at 4pm 

Midnight Mass at 11.30pm
Christmas  Day 

at 10am Parish Mass 
Said Mass on 

26th, 27th, 28th  &29th December
at 10am

Contact  Yvonne Dyer Church Warden 
07702199844  for more details


