Forward Christmas 2019 FINAL.qxp_Layout 1 26/11/2020 00:31 Page 1

together
THE VOICE OF CATHOLIC ANGLICANS

CHRISTMAS 2020

Call off
Christmas?
Bishop Will Hazlewood was consecrated as
Bishop of Lewes in July of this year; in this article
he reflects on the Church of England’s theme for
Christmas 2020: Comfort and Joy.
As a family we recently watched the 1990’s film
‘Robin Hood’, starring the wonderfully wicked
sheriff of Nottingham played superbly by Alan
Rickman. On finding out that Robin Hood steals
money from his pocket, forcing him to hurt the
public, which they love him for he famously
responds “Cancel the kitchen scraps for the
lepers and orphans, no more merciful
beheadings, and call off Christmas’.
As we move into the deep, dark winter months
with so much uncertainty and fear in our world
we might feel that the only way forward is to write
off 2020 and cancel Christmas until things are,
God willing, back to normal in 2021. With the
prospect of limited numbers around our
Christmas tables, no office parties, socially
distanced church services and restrictions on
singing our favourite carols, how can we enjoy
Christmas? There are so many suffering the pain
of loss, facing food poverty, unemployment and
isolation affecting mental health. Where can we
find comfort and joy in this current dark, cold
season?
Too often Advent gets squashed by a consumer
led Christmas of excess. This year we are given
an opportunity to enter into this ancient season
of expectation without these excesses and in it to
find a deeper and more secure sense of God with
us. Perhaps this year we can immerse ourselves
more fully in the people and themes we are
called to reflect upon. The first two weeks of
Advent explore the Patriarchs and Prophets who
show us that we must prepare to meet God, even
in uncertain times when the future is not easy to
see. They remind us that we must look forward in
hope, for our future is bound up in Him who is
always faithful.

The account of John the Baptist’s life from
conception to death is a disaster story as far as
the secular world is concerned. Born of an old
mother and silent father, a wild eccentric, living
his life in the desert. Yet his life and death cut
through the thin and false veneer of worldly-wise
opinion that states that we can control our own
lives. The perception that providing we have
enough materially to look after ourselves and our
immediate family we will be full of comfort and
joy. This false view has been shaken through this
pandemic, as we have realised afresh that we are
connected to one another and the planet on
which we live. John the Baptist calls us to meet
Jesus in our lives today and trust in Him as the
one who can bring true comfort and the joy that
we can never be parted from Him.
As Advent draws to a close, we meet once again
with the teenage Mary. At that first Christmas,
everything depended on the willing co-operation
of one young woman - without her "yes" God's
plans would have come to nothing. It remains the
same today. God's plans depend on the
commitment, energy and goodwill of men and
women to bring them to fruition. He cannot
override our selfishness and greed because He
has given us the freedom to choose. Even God
must wait for our willingness to become part of
His plan of light, to make the world a better place
and to start living now in hope for what is yet to
be. We must remember that there is no greater
place for light than in the most abject darkness;
so we are here as that light and that hope.
Like most people I get really excited at this time
of year. I love the Advent preparations and
Christmas celebrations. I love the quiet, ancient
reflection of Advent and the beauty, noise and joy
of the Christmas festivities. And of course, I love
the Christmas tree lights, the presents and the
Christmas dinner. But it strikes me that part of
the wonder of the first Christmas, is that the
poorest of people got a glimpse of their worth.
continued on page 2...
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Jesus was born to a simple peasant woman. The
good news of his birth was announced by angel
choirs, not to rulers, but to shepherds. It was
amongst the poorest of the poor that God sent
his Son and showed love that still inspires,
enriches, and gives us a hope beyond even
death. Behind all the hustle and bustle, the real
Christmas message is full of hope and is an
important message for us all to hear.
The season of Advent gives us the tools to find
comfort and joy in whatever we face as the year
draws to a close. As Christians however we are
not just called to keep this comfort and joy to
ourselves. The challenge for us is how we spread
this joy in a fearful world which is so in need of
good news. Pope Benedict once said this of
Christmas joy “We can transmit this joy simply:
with a smile, with a kind gesture, with some
small help, with forgiveness. Let us give this joy
and the joy given will be returned to us. Let us
seek to communicate the deepest joy, that of
knowing God in Christ”.

Behind all that troubles our world and each of us,
the angel-voices still sing out from Bethlehem,
promising "peace on earth to people of goodwill",
and the challenge of Christmas is to see beyond
the outward appearance of events to their inner
core, where our loving God is still working to bring
about what He has promised.
‘Maranatha’ (Come Lord Jesus), is the cry of the
Patriarchs, Prophets, John the Baptist, and the
Blessed Virgin Mary, may it be ours too:

With love and compassion,
come, Lord Jesus.
With judgement and mercy,
come, Lord Jesus.
In power and glory,
come, Lord Jesus.
In wisdom and truth,
come, Lord Jesus.
+William Lewes

The image on the front cover is by Jeremy Thomas and is called ‘Nativity’. Jeremy featured in our Easter edition,
and you can see more of his work, including the prints and cards he has for sale at www.jeremythomasart.co.uk

Bishop Will Hazlewood with Bishop Norman Banks (Bishop of
Richborough) following Bishop Will’s consecration as Bishop of
Lewes

O Radiant Dawn
To help us pray through the Advent and Christmas season, The Church
Union and The Society, which is supported by Forward in Faith, are
producing a series of resources.
O Radiant Dawn, is a resource that has a reflection for each day of Advent.
Each week of Advent will look at a different theme: patriarchs, prophets,
John the Baptist and Our Lady. You can download the booklet at:
www.churchunion.co.uk/adventandchristmas
To accompany this, each week a video will be released on Saturday
evening at 5:30pm (starting on Saturday 28th November) on The Society
and The Church Union Facebook pages. It will also be available on The
Society’s YouTube Channel http://sswsh.com/youtube These videos will
explore the weekly theme in more depth, and include a devotional
reflection by Bishop Will Hazlewood, a short talk by a priest of The Society
and include some seasonal music from the choir of St Stephen’s
Gloucester Road. The videos will be available after they have been
released for you to watch at your leisure.
There will also be a booklet of reflections for the 12 days of Christmas,
with an accompanying video.
A booklet of devotions to use around your crib or nativity scene at home or
in church will also be available from the start of December.
You can download all of these resources at
www.churchunion.co.uk/adventandchristmas

together contact details
Together is published and edited by the
Church Union in co-operation with the
Additional Curates Society, the Confraternity
of the Blessed Sacrament and Forward in
Faith.
The opinions and views expressed in this
newspaper by contributors and advertisers
are their own, and not those of the Church
Union, Additional Curates Society, the
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament or
Forward in Faith.

If you would like free copies for your parish, or
to discuss other matters of distribution,
please contact the ACS on 0121 382 5533,
email info@additionalcurates.co.uk or write
to: Additional Curates Society, 16 Commercial
Street, Birmingham B1 1RS.
If you have ideas for content, please contact
Fr Adam Edwards on
communications@churchunion.co.uk.
If you would like to advertise in Together,
please contact Forward in Faith Advertising
Manager Mike Silver on
silver43mike@gmail.com or 01 634 386624.

College of Readers
Patron. The Rt. Revd Norman Banks, Bishop of Richborough Co-patron. The Rt. Revd Martyn Jarret

Are you a licensed Reader
(Licensed Lay Minister)?

Annual membership
is £15.00:

The College of Readers is an organisation
which aims to provide support, study
opportunities and spiritual development for
Readers who accept the traditional
understanding of the apostolic ministry of
bishops, priests and deacons.

Chairman : Barry Barnes
Further information may be obtained from
Mary Snape (Treasurer/Registrar)
01782 332606
mary@college-of-readers.org.uk
www.college-of-readers.org.uk
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Mary as our comfort and joy
I quite like it when Christmas carols mention
Satan. “God rest ye merry, gentlemen”
manages it, twice in some versions. In the first
verse we remember that Jesus “was born on
Christmas Day to save us all from Satan’s
power.” Tidings of comfort and joy indeed. And,
boy does the Church need to remind herself
that we’re meant to be the ones who know all
about comfort and joy.
May Mary, comfort and joy, pray for us. She
knows. As Thomas Ken wrote: “Blest Mary with
man’s Saviour in embrace joyed for herself
and for all human race.” Joy isn’t the inanity
we see in some. It is a deep conviction that
God does wonderful things in His Kingdom
and that Kingdom is not as far away as might
be thought. Our churches are to be little signs
of that Kingdom where the poor have been
raised up and the proud dismissed. We should
enjoy being part of such communities.
The Holy Spirit is the Comforter, He who
overwhelmed Mary with His graces that she
could be a worthy place for the Saviour to
dwell. We receive no less through the
sacramental life of the Church, brought to
reality by the Spirit, to whom we pray, “Thy
blessèd unction from above is comfort, life and
fire of love.” Comfort is hugs and many are
missing them at this time. We should let them
know that God does this to us through the
Sacraments.
I love the image of Mary comforting Eve. Eve,
ashamed now not only by her nakedness but

by her disobedience. Mary saying, “It’s alright,”
and pointing to her womb as all glad mothers
do. She doesn’t need to keep it a secret
anymore; she can’t keep it a secret anymore.
What Jesus has done for her is good news to
share with everyone.

Our Lady of Guadalupe

The Church of Our Lady of Consolation in
Rome is situated where the death sentence
was carried out. An image of the Mother of
God was placed there to comfort those for
whom she prayed at the hour of their death. A
hospital was later built there too. The
temptation would have been to ignore the
condemned or to join in the chorus of those
stating shock at the despicable nature of their
crimes. Our Lady has heard all that selfrighteousness before and the jeering then was
directed towards her Son.
The humble Juan Diego in sixteenth century
Mexico had to make several visits to the
Bishop to convince him that Mary had
appeared and told him to get a Church built.
On the third visit Juan opened his cloak and
out flowed endless roses from the Mother of
God and a depiction of her crushing the moon
of paganism. The cloak is in the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadaloupe today. Receive the roses
Mary wants to lavish upon you for her
message is all about comfort and joy.
Fr Simon Morris is Vicar of St. Mary’s,
Tottenham, and is a member of the Executive
of The Society of Mary

Comfort and Joy in the
Mass at Christmas

Blessed Columba Marmion (pictured) was
born in Dublin in 1858, and ordained to the
priesthood at the Pontifical Irish College in
Rome in 1881. For the first five years of his
ministry he was a conscientious parish
priest, a confessor, chaplain and spiritual
director - but the call of the cloister drew
him to the religious life. He entered the
Benedictine community at Maredsous in
Belgium, in 1886. In 1909 Marmion was
elected third Abbot of the monastery; he
died in 1923. Blessed Columba Marmion
was beatified by Pope St John Paul II in the
millennium year 2000, on the same
occasion as Pope St John XXIII. Marmion is
celebrated as someone of an intense inner
life of ardent contemplation, whose
spiritual conferences, drawn together in the
volume, Christ in His Mysteries, contain
profound reflections on the life and person
of the Lord.
At Christmas, writes Marmion, the Church
‘makes her altars brilliant with lights to
celebrate the Birth of the “Prince of
Peace”.’ He notes that her priests are also
granted ‘the privilege, almost unique in the
year, of thrice offering the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass’ - the Masses of the night, of the
dawn and of the day. This, explains
Marmion, is because at Christmas
Christians contemplate Christ’s sonship in
three, special ways.
Jesus Christ is, first, eternally the Son of
the Father: as the Entrance Antiphon
declares at Midnight, ‘The Lord said to me:
You are my Son.’ Our Christmas hymnody
likewise declares that, ‘Of the Father’s
heart begotten, ere the world from chaos
rose, He is Alpha: from that Fountain all
that is and hath been flows.’ The

celebration of the Saviour’s Nativity is an
invitation into eternity, and a revelation of
the mystery that, ever in eternity, there has
been the communication of God’s love.
Jesus Christ is, also, the Son of Mary, who in the words of the second reading set for
the Mass of the Dawn - ‘treasured all these
things and pondered them in her heart.’ We
sing, ‘Late in time behold him come
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb!’ The
celebration of Christ’s Birth is thus also an
invitation to intimacy, with a God who
humbles himself to draw close to human
beings in our state of need.
Son of God, and Son of Mary - yet Christ is
“born” in a further manner yet. ‘O holy Child
of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; Cast
out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us
today.’ Finally, writes Marmion, ‘the third
Mass will be in honour of Christ’s coming
into our souls.’ The great Christmas Gospel
of the first chapter of St John announces
that ‘not one thing had its being but
through him. All that came to be had life in
him and that life was the light of men.’ The
celebration of the world’s light’s dawning is
an invitation to our own illumination, as
humanity shines with divinity’s light: sons
and daughters in the Son, his birth
prefaces our adoption.
Eternity, intimacy and illumination: three
themes for us to think about at Christmas and three fine reasons to experience this
blessed season - the season of sonship - as
a time indeed of comfort and of joy.
Fr Richard Norman is the Vicar of St.
George’s, Bickley, in the Diocese of
Rochester.
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Resources through the Pandemic
On Tuesday 17th March, churches were closed to
public worship ahead of a national lockdown to
combat Covid-19. The next day, The Church Union
and representatives from The Society met via Zoom
to work out what we could offer to our people and
parishes who now found themselves unable to
attend church services and were now praying and
worshipping at home. Within a few days, our first
resource ‘Praying at Home’, was published. With
this booklet, that was free to download, we wanted
people to have some resources and a pattern of
prayer that would help them in the days and
weeks ahead.
Since then, this partnership between The Church
Union and The Society, which is supported by
Forward in Faith, along with the other Catholic
Societies, has produced a wonderful range of
resources to help people and parishes during this
time. We have truly been working ‘Together’, to help
us develop and sustain our spiritual lives.
Over this period, nearly 30 booklets of resources
have been published. These have included
resources for people to pray at home and in church,
prayers for use when praying in front of the Blessed

Sacrament, resources for Easter, Advent and
Christmas, praying for Deacons, Priests and Bishops,
a ‘Saints of the Month’ resource for each month,
reflections from those living the religious life in the
Church of England as well a resource praying for
more vocations to this way of life. In these resources
we wanted a simple format that people and parishes
could download, print and distribute to help people
pray during these troubling times. They have been
really well received and help to fulfil The Church
Union’s aim of providing resources for the Catholic
movement in the Church of England, in fact some of
the resources were even recommended on the
Church of England website!
The Church Union and The Society have also
commissioned a series of 10 devotional videos that
have been presented by the Bishop of Fulham.
These videos started with reflections on the themes
of Holy Week and Easter, and we have
commissioned further ones to help people go
deeper into the feasts of Pentecost, Corpus Christi,
Michaelmas and All Saints as well as videos which
focus on Our Lady and the practice of praying for the
dead. In total these videos have been watched over

Our Incarnate and Eucharistic Lord
“…How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is
given; So God imparts to human hearts the
blessings of his heaven…”
These are words with which we will all be familiar
and will have sung many times before. I’ve often
thought that they not only encapsulate the whole
mystery of the Incarnation perfectly but that they
also wonderfully capture the mystery of the
Eucharist. That this is the case is, of course, not
surprising because the Word who “leapt down from

heaven…” (Wisdom 18.15) is the same Jesus who
makes himself known to us in the Holy Eucharist. St
Francis of Assisi was utterly captivated by this
miracle and remarked in his letter to the General
Chapter of 1224: “…What stupendous
condescension! O sublime humility! O humble
sublimity! That the Lord of the whole Universe, God
and the Son of God, should humble himself like this
and hide under the form of a little bread for our
salvation…” and it is good for us to reflect from time
to time with St Francis on the immensity of the gift
we are offered not just in the Incarnate Lord but also
in the Eucharistic Lord.
This year our celebration of the Incarnation will be
very different from years past and, we pray, in years
to come. Some of us will not be able to attend
Midnight Mass – perhaps for the first time in many
years. Others of us will attend virtually through the
wonder of the internet whilst others will feel able to
attend Midnight Mass in person but in so doing will
have to observe the ‘mitigations’ of social distancing,
hand hygiene and face masks which are now part
and parcel of our daily lives.
However and wherever we celebrate Midnight Mass
let us always remember that the birth of Our Lord
and Saviour in Bethlehem and the coming of the

The Church Union
43,000 times, which is an incredible number. They
are all still available for you to watch at
www.sswsh.com/youtube
Even in the midst of all the suffering and anxiety
over recent months, we think that the response of
the Catholic movement in producing these excellent,
high quality resources has been a really positive
thing.
But, we are not stopping there! We have plans for
more resources and videos in 2021. Would you like
to support us in doing that? Perhaps you would like
to become a member of The Church Union, or make
a donation? Through your support as members and
donors you are helping to produce these wonderful
resources for the Catholic movement that will help
people to go deeper in their prayer life and
themselves become giants of the faith.
For more information about our work, or to become
a member or make a donation, why not contact our
Communications Director, Fr Adam Edwards.
communications@churchunion.co.uk
0121 382 5533.

The crib at Alnmouth Friary
Eucharistic Christ on our Altars is, above all things, a
reminder of the wonderful fact that God is with us;
He is Emmanuel. The little light burning above an
Aumbry or Tabernacle whilst not as dazzling as the
great Star which led the Magi across the desert to
Bethlehem nonetheless points to the self-same
wonder: God is with us. He has utterly identified with
us through the Incarnation and the Holy Eucharist
reminds us that He has promised to be with us now
and until the end of time (Matthew 28). Jesus comes
to us at this very difficult juncture in world history; He
comes to meet us in our uncertainty, in our sadness
and in our fear. But He does not only come to us; He
remains with us. The Holy Eucharist – and the Holy
Incarnation – are pledges not just of a transient
encounter between Creator and Created but an
eternal sign of the Creator’s absolute and abiding
wish to identify completely with His beloved Creation.
However we celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation
this year let us remember the hope it offers us and
let us also rejoice that we are reminded of it every
time we encounter Christ in the Tabernacle.
Br Joseph Emmanuel SSF is a Trustee of the
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament, and is also
Novice Guardian for the Society of St Francis and is
based at Alnmouth Friary.
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PARISHES DURING THE PANDEMIC
Since March our churches and parishes have had to operate
differently. Clergy and people have shown extraordinary energy, agility,
resilience and imagination over recent months as we have risen to the task
of meeting the spiritual and physical needs of the people that we serve.
The dedication that has been shown has been profoundly moving to watch
and we take great pride in the ministry that Society parishes have offered.

Over the next four pages, are just a few examples of the wonderful work
that has been happening this year, and reflections on how the challenges
have been faced.

Comfort and joy in providing food for those in need
Twenty years ago, the Oldham Foodbank began with
parishioners giving my predecessor a bag of groceries
to hand to those who knocked at his door. When
demand increased on the doorstep, parishioners took
over a small shop and then a former pub. No one was
prepared for the Foodbank to grow even bigger – but
it has. We are now in a huge warehouse in an area of
Oldham called Derker.
When it became apparent that
a pandemic would be declared
the Metropolitan Borough
Council of Oldham called a
meeting. I was invited because
I am the Chair of Trustees of
the Foodbank. I was asked if
the Foodbank could step up to
the plate. Without hesitation I
said ‘yes’ not knowing what I was letting myself in for.
In the weeks that followed, plans were put in place as
to how the Foodbank would cope. Thankfully, another
agency with Christian values offered to support us,
Action Together, and a partnership began. No one
could predict what the demand would be, let alone
whether there would be enough food. During this
time, I began to feel that, for most people, the Church

was retreating from them and, when the churches
closed, as though God had been removed from their
lives by force.
In my prayers, I kept asking God how I could be a sign
of comfort in a time of fear and a sign of his presence
showing the Church in action. One Sunday I was
putting on my cassock for Mass and I realised I had
found the solution. Not only did my
cassock set me apart from everyone
around me, but what I wore spoke of
something alive and revealed a sense of
joy. Someone seeking food complained
to the Council helpline that the Foodbank
had ‘a bloke pretending to be a priest on
the door.’ The reply was, ‘he is, and his
name is Father Tom’.
Big plans need plenty of people. God was on our side
when volunteers from all over Oldham signed up to
help picking and packing the food parcels and
delivering them to the clients. Thanks to Our Lady’s
prayers, food has continued to flow in (and out). Since
the pandemic was declared we have fed 12,388
people: 7,625 adults and 4,763 young people.
On the one hand the request for food has been

because vulnerable
people have nothing to eat
having paid the bills or
their benefits have run
out. On the other it has
been a cry for help.
Through our work we have
brought comfort and hope
to victims of physical
abuse, to someone living
in a van, to someone in
desperate need of
hospitalisation, to people who are lonely and isolated
and who snatch a few minutes of conversation as the
food is placed on the doorstep.
Thanks to the many volunteers, God has been able to
touch the lives of the most vulnerable and desperate
without them knowing it: God has been with his
people when they thought he had left them. Thanks to
God, a great many will have food on their table this
Christmas and joy will dispel the darkness of this
pandemic. From a carrier bag to a warehouse – God is
with us.
Fr Tom Davis SSC
Parish Priest of Hollinwood – St Margaret and St Chad

Patronal Festival During Pandemic
As the depths of lockdown continued it
became apparent that we would be
unable to celebrate St. Helen's Day at
end of May as we usually would do - with
a big celebratory Mass and a procession
through the streets of our parish with the
relic of our patron. By this stage we had
endured almost two months (including
Holy Week and Easter Week) of worship
behind locked doors, so we were eager
to do something that was both
communal and public, reaching out to
those most vulnerable in our community
who had no access to the various online
offerings that we were able to make. In
particular we wanted to reach those
parishioners who sadly have little
contact with their parish church.
We wanted to find a way of asking for the
prayers of our patron for our parish
whilst also reminding as many people as
possible that God was close to them in
this time of difficulty and the church was
praying for them. We found inspiration in
the example of St. Charles Borromeo
who during a time of plague in the great
city of Milan had Masses celebrated
outdoors, especially at crossroads where
people could attend whilst keeping a
distance from one another, and the
many traditions where in times of plague
and pestilence processions of relics
were organised to implore God's mercy.

Of course, we realised that at that stage
of the pandemic we were still unable to
gather people together to join in a
procession or indeed to gather in groups
to receive the blessing of the relic. So, a
handy parishioner and his family lovingly
created a 'relic-mobile' out of a trailer,
we bought a portable amplification
system and we planned a route that
covered as much of the parish as
possible so that we could bring St. Helen
to them, to where they live (and shop....).
We encouraged people to arrange a
festive afternoon tea (or perhaps
something bubbly) for their own
household in their front gardens (if they
had one). Members of the congregation
who live outside the parish were
encouraged to park up along the route.
We devised an all important social
media strategy for before, during and
afterward the procession, featuring the
hashtag: #SaintHelenPray4Hemsworth
This included an extremely simple very
short video leading up to the event
which tried to do some basic teaching
about relics in the Christian tradition. We
also prayed hard for good weather!
On the day itself, having offered the
patronal festival Mass in private, it took
us three hours to travel the 13 mile
route through the streets of our parish.

Our arrival was heralded by amplified
bell ringing and popular hymns and both
members of the congregation and those
well beyond it greeted us enthusiastically
and received a blessing. We counted
over 600 people excluding those unseen
in cars and behind windows. The
response we received on Facebook was
also astounding. One of the posts from
the day was seen by almost 5,000 users
and received almost 500 overwhelming
positive reactions, comments and
shares including: "Fantastic!" (a local
free church pastor), "It is absolutely
brilliant what he is doing thank you",
"What a lovely thing to do" (parishioners
who are not yet a members of the
congregation). Accordingly the likes on
our parish Facebook Page have
increased by 16%.
Thanks be to God that, in spite of church
doors firmly bolted and parishioners
stuck at home, we were so richly blessed
in being able to make the greatest
outreach in our community for many
years. By the prayers of St. Helen may
we continue to be given grace to bring
hope and light during this time of
darkness.

Fr Robert Hart SSC is Rector of St
Helen’s Hemsworth in the
Diocese of Leeds
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Setting up a foodbank during the pandemic
The news that our churches must close for the public
celebration of the mass came as a great sadness to so
many of us. Priest and people are accustomed to a call to
action in the face of challenge and disaster, and so to
close our doors, eventually even to private devotions, was
something completely opposite to what we instinctively
do as a Christian community.
Some small blessing came our way here in Rishton in the
form of the Foodbank. Our local councillors, aware of our
work within the community, approached our church to
host and take a lead founding a local Foodbank as part
of Hyndburn Council’s response to the pandemic and
lockdown. We, like a number of faith communities and
organisations, were and still are part of the Hyndburn
Hub that was set up to coordinate community help and
outreach projects in response to the pandemic.
Looking back, it was quite a fraught time. Our reply as a
parish community was ‘yes’, we are eager to take a lead,
but we had few resources to get us started. But within
days of us launching the project donations of cash and
food flowed in from across our town and beyond. Local
supermarkets, including Tesco with whom we already had
a partnership with through FareShare supporting our
Community Cafe, sent supplies and volunteers came
forward in good numbers. I was particularly moved by two
individuals, both of whom offered the £500 required to
purchase a large chest freezer, and did so minutes after
a plea was made on Facebook.
Launched on the 30th March 2020, over the past
months the Foodbank has assisted many hundreds of
families and individuals that have been affected in
different ways by the pandemic. Through its work many
pastoral relationships have been built up and the folk

manning the Foodbank line, as I can testify, find the call
isn’t just about ordering a delivery. For many months
during the lockdown period the person manning the line
was sometimes the only human contact an individual
had. I especially remember one elderly lady, who was
shielding because of her age and medical conditions, the
initial contact I had with her was the first time she had
spoken to anyone in over three weeks. Thankfully it was
the first of many conversations and deliveries we were
able to make. Rishton is a typical, working class, East
Lancashire town, with large numbers of unemployment
and poverty, long may this project bring some help and
relief to those in need, whatever need that is.
Lockdown also meant that our hugely popular Community
Cafe had to close as well. Often a lifeline of social contact
for many vulnerable and lonely people in our town, as
well as a place to get a hot, wholesome meal. It was
another small blessing to reopen that service recently
with a takeaway service, offering a hot meal and a drink
for free to anyone in our community. The team are also
preparing a wide range of homemade meals in our
church kitchen that are frozen and sent out on deliveries
through our Foodbank and pastoral contacts.
Though we still find ourselves in ‘restricted’ times, we
pray our small efforts might be a practical expression of
the mercy and love we celebrate in the Gospel of our
Blessed Lord.
In the photos are Maggie, Kat, Hil, Janet and Diana,
amazing volunteers who have given so much time and
effort to getting the Foodbank up and running.
Fr Chris Holden SSC is Vicar of Ss. Peter and Paul Rishton
in Blackburn Diocese

Try fast, fail fast, learn fast
Fr Paul Thomas, Vicar of St. James’, Sussex
Gardens in the Diocese of London, reflects on his
experiences of live streaming services, Sunday
School and teaching sessions on the internet
over recent months:
Jeff Bezos, the Chief Executve of Amazon, is an
unlikely source of wisdom for a catholic parish
seeking in a pandemic to propagate the
unchanging and eternal Gospel. Yet Mr Bezos
has a phrase oft used to which we turned, and
you might helpfully too: 'try fast, fail fast, learn
fast'. Pithily, this phrase captures the essence of
the energy, experimentation, and freedom to
adapt and amend that has made Mr Bezos
wealthier than New Zealand. This was the
approach we took at St James's, Sussex Gardens
when the pandemic overshadowed us. We had
been thinking for some time - thinking too long
and hard - about developing our digital outreach
and evangelization. We had been zealous to
create short teaching films, on-line catechesis for
small groups, resources for children and families,
and an altogether interactive digital platform to
help our people grow into the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ. However, the

more care we put into considering the task the
more complex it became and the more careful
and cautious we became. Over-planning almost
always leads to under-performing in this area of
church life; fear of failure makes for timidity and
small ambition. However, fruit was to be found in
the freedom to discard that caution and, instead,
to launch out into the deep and let down our nets
for a draught. As a result it has been for the
ministry of St James's a time of exciting renewal,
and the inauguration of what feels like a cyber
parish. And all this has been done with nothing
more than a smartphone, tripod, good quality
microphone, and the Great Tradition of the
Church.
The key to success in e-vangelization (which is
here to stay) is the freedom to give-it-a-go. If what
you try does not work, fear not, failure is good
when it stimulates invention. Have a much more
positive doctrine of failure than Anglicans are
wont to have. Be realistic whilst being bold, and
remember that we catholics have something
altogether more magnetic than any personality
could ever be, the Faith that was once delivered
to the saints. Try fast, fail fast, learn fast.

Taken from St James’ Church video for All Saints Day
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Community of the Resurrection and Covid-19
We were lucky in lockdown. We have a big house
and big grounds; we were never cramped. Also we
were able to have our full range of services: Offices
and Mass every day, which was a huge privilege. It
was hard work as our students could not support
us with singing and serving and Holy Week was
quite tough, but worth it.
There were frustrations and disappointments. All
our outside work disappeared: preaching, retreats,
Holy Week assignments, travel (I should have gone
to USA to raise money for Zimbabwe). We couldn’t
see our friends and we missed the parishes. The
up side was that we were able to live the heart of
our monastic life: we have time to pray, time to
read, and even time for each other. We made a
point of being together beyond the compulsory
times. It is very unusual for us to be so long
together, always the same brethren at meals
without any guests. It has probably been the
longest period we have had together since we were
founded in 1892! And we enjoyed it. Maybe, that
was a surprise. We came out of it greatly
strengthened as a Community.

normal services while no one else could. There
wasn’t. Everyone seemed glad that we could go on
doing it on their behalf, and could share it by the
internet. That is what monasteries are for, to pray
for others and to do, liturgically, what others can’t
do. Even our living together in this new intense
kind of relationship became a part of that vicarious
prayer. It was an amazing privilege for us to do
that. Since the first period of lockdown ceased life
has had its frustrations! It’s hard to get used to
new restrictions and protocols. Sometimes it is a

lot of work. It is significant that the work we could
most easily take up – offering retreats, being a
place where people could come to renew their
prayer, seemed to us the most important work
anyway. A lot of our traditional work has gone on
hold. Retreats, prayer, the life of the spirit and the
steady living together in Christ seems to be what
the Church wants of us.
The streaming of our services goes on. It reminds
people of the importance of worship. It assures
them that we are still praying. I hope it doesn’t stop
anyone from going to church when they could!
How this will change us, long term? It has recalled
us to our core reality, to the things that really
matter in a monastery: to an attention on God.
Significantly, as lockdown started we received a
new novice. He has probably had the most intense
novitiate a novice has ever had in CR. Together we
learned that God matters, and in the end the life
we have with God is the part that really matters.
Thanks be to God for all his wonderful mercies and
kindness!
Fr Nicolas Stebbing CR is a monk of the Community
of the Resurrection, Mirfield

We were amazed, too, how popular our streamed
services were. Some of us wondered whether there
would be some anger out there – we could have

Heavens Above!

tiles on the front elevation and recycled tiles for the
rear enabling us to continue to pray and celebrate
Mass now in the dry but also as a base from which to
welcome, witness, support and minister to those in
need both inside church and out. Bright golden
Crosses adorn the roof and porch and shine out as
symbols of faith, hope and love. Our church building,
like all church buildings, is a visibly divine way of
reminding communities and humanity in general that
there are always those in greater need than
ourselves and thankfully ours remains a Christian
beacon within the community.

Adapting the lyrics of Dinah Washington slightly…
“What a difference a year makes…”! October 2020
saw the completion of my first year as Parish Priest
and Vicar here in the Parish of St. Philip & St. James,
Up Hatherley in Gloucester Diocese.
The advent of the pandemic has meant that basic
ministry and the way we have always been able to
communicate the faith and serve the community
were thrown into disarray. Different ways of
delivering people’s spiritual needs, which before had
been taken so much for granted, had to be adapted,
re-worked and clad in PPE. Holy Week, Easter and
Mass from then on were celebrated with the
additional medium of live-streaming.
But despite the various challenges to our lives (I’m
on my fourth risk assessment version), here in Up
Hatherley, the renewal of our 19th century church
roof at a cost of c. £100k, has been an added
priority for the parish this year. Now, most clergy will
probably have the stress of re-roofing at least one
church during their ministry and for me this is my
second! For nearly fourteen weeks, although the

contractor said it would only take eight, we had to
decamp services to the Church Centre.
Yet ironically, the pandemic has actually enabled the
re-roofing work. The physical absence or reduced
numbers of worshippers in and around the church
has meant less worry over health and safety
concerns, no need for practical preparations for the
contractors each Monday to Friday and no constant
cleaning of the church for weekday and weekend
worship. It reminded me of those who can afford to
have new home renovations whilst living elsewhere.
However, whilst the Government has thankfully
financially supported people and businesses during
this difficult time charities and churches, with
reduced or non-existent incomes have struggled to
meet the needs to survive, remain open and viable
and this was a concern in not only trying to pay for
the required works but simply surviving financially.
Thankfully, through the hard work and generosity of
our congregation, community and Charitable Trusts
we have just about met the roof costs. We have new

For us, as Christians, it is He, who is Love, that
empowers, through His Holy Spirit, ourselves and
others, to bring faith, hope and love to those around
us and it is Jesus who inspires and shows us how
this can and is achieved.
This past year has, and the future may bring more
challenges but the generosity of Christian spirit seen
exercised between people within our community
brings a sign of hope for a brighter future.
Fr Mark Catherall is the Vicar of St Philip and St
James, Up Hatherley
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Home Comforts
Clare Williams writes about the resources she
produced for working with children and young people
during the pandemic as well as the Walsingham
Youth Pilgrimage @ Home:
Many of us will have spent more time in our own
homes during this year than ever before. For
children and young people this is particularly true as
patterns of school have been so disrupted. In
addition to that the lack of opportunity for worship in
church buildings provided huge challenges to
families. Home suddenly had to become: work
space, sacred space and still provide space for
regular home life of food, sleep, exercise, television
and much more.
In recognition of this many churches sought to offer
support and resources to parents to help with faith
at home. At the beginning of lockdown, I committed
to sending weekly emails to add to this support. This
began in the week leading up to Mothering Sunday
and continued for 19 weeks. These emails focused
on three main areas:
Rituals – in
recognition of the
fact that the home
space had change
and timetables were
altered. Ritual is a
key part of our faith
development and
building familiar
patterns for how we
worship, pray and
read the Bible can be

very helpful, particularly
when our other daily
routines are interfered
with. These ideas ranged
from connecting with
seasonal concepts to
engaging with different
spiritual practices.
Resources – each week I
provided some practical
resources for
parents/carers to do at
home with their children from worship at home
outlines to games; outdoor worship to booklets
which built up over several weeks.
Really good ideas! – this final set of support was in
recognition of the fact that so many organisations
were seeking to adapt and provide for this new
situation. I tried to signpost various helpful
resources which were either new, adapted or
particularly suitable each week.
It was fantastic to be in touch with so many children
and families through this outreach and I received
some lovely emails – as well as some pictures – of
people taking part together. I am glad that so many
found it helpful.
For young people this time of disruption may have
had even greater effects as friendships, exams and
rites of passage have been taken away. Again, I
wanted to offer support and consistency in such a
changeable time and began youth group online at
the beginning of lockdown, which continued until
after the Walsingham youth pilgrimage ended, on

Friday the 7th August. Lots of young people came
along every week and many others dropped in and
out along the way. It was a great source of joy to me
– and I know to them – to come ‘together’ and join
in fun, fellowship and prayer. Each week we looked
at Bible passages, played games, discussed what
was going on in our daily lives, set challenges for
each other and sought to maintain a feeling of
connection; both with one another and with God.
Another great sadness
for many young people
was the inevitable
cancellation of the
Walsingham youth
pilgrimage. The Shrine
provided excellent video
resources to engage with
during the week, but the
young people drew great
strength from being able
to come together to
reminisce, discuss the
videos together and try to
replicate the feelings of joy and community which
the youth pilgrimage does so well. During the week
we laughed, cried, prayed, danced and worshipped
together and, whilst it was not the same as the youth
pilgrimage we know and love, it offered a creative
alternative and enabled the young people to
maintain their connection with Walsingham.
If you would like to speak to Clare about her work
with children and young people, she can be
contacted via email:
clarewilliamsyouthwork@gmail.com

A Curate during Coronavirus
‘Tidings of comfort and joy’: although these are
words especially associated with the Advent and
Christmas season, and our preparations to celebrate
the Incarnation of the Word, joy is of course
fundamental to our lives as Christians. Indeed, this
Incarnation is the very cause of our joy. But we could
all be forgiven for finding it hard to remember the
centrality of that joy over the past year: looking back
at my own first year of ministry as a newly ordained
deacon, there have been some hard times which
have made it hard to focus on the joy. Many of these
pains, difficulties and frustrations will be familiar:
being locked out of church for so many weeks, being
unable to live out my calling to minister at the altar
for most of my diaconate – to say nothing of the slew
of new barriers to our mission and evangelism that
was just starting to bear fruit and rebuild links with
our local community.
But as I look back, there is still so much for which to
be joyful, not least the fruits of different forms and
foci of ministry. Now I am the very last person who
would make the argument that we should seize this
chance to ‘be church’ in a different way by rushing
online and abandoning the boring, tedious business
of parish ministry based out of sacred buildings. But
its undeniable that the limits imposed on our
ministry have been the occasion of unexpected
growth and joy. Absence from the altar helped me to
better appreciate the importance of the rhythm and

structure of the daily offices: for many years an
integral part of my life, as we entered lock-down I
was able to broadcast them (first from home, and
later from the church) via Facebook so that others
who wished could join in starting and ending the day
in prayer, no matter where they were. It was, and
remains, a joy to see a small community coming
together online with little more in common initially
than a desire to praise God alongside their brothers
and sisters. Whilst this includes some from the
parish, I’ve also heard from people as far afield as
Wales, Ireland and even the United States who join
us in our prayer. It’s a small thing, but such a joyful
reminder of the bonds which all of us in share in the
Body of Christ no matter where we are in the world.
There have been joys in person too: from the very
moment the doors of the church were opened,
almost every day in church I would speak to someone
new - often in some distress, often living alone and
more isolated now than ever. That they should be so
because of this cruel lockdown was of course
upsetting. But to able to offer them some comfort in
listening, in reassuring them of God’s love for them,
and of the joy to be found in praying to Him and
listening to Him – this living out of my calling was,
and remains, a continuing joy for me.
And if I might conclude on a self-indulgent note, I
can’t deny that the greatest joy of the past year for

me has been my priesting. Although repeatedly
delayed, and rather different in form and attendance
than I had hoped, it was nevertheless an occasion of
joy and celebration for me and for the parish. In the
midst of what has been a difficult past year, and may
well continue to be so, it’s more important than ever
we don’t lose sight of the joy that comes from life
with God, in His Church and serving His people.
Fr Thomas Crowley is the Assistant Curate of St
Saviour’s, Eastbourne in the Diocese of Chichester
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A health disaster in the form of a pandemic has
dominated our lives this year in a way few of us would
ever have imagined possible in the modern world. We
have watched on helplessly at the suffering of the sick
and the dying and we have feared for the welfare of
the most vulnerable in society. And we have had to do
this with, at best, intermittent access to our churches
and often with a severely restricted sacramental life.
I hope you have had the chance by now to catch up on
the compelling pastoral statements made by our
Society bishops during the pandemic. They are
available on The Society website and are well worth a
read if you have not been able to do so yet. I shall
whet your appetite by providing some excerpts from
those pastoral statements.
On the Feast of St Joseph, with Holy Week and Easter
fast approaching, our bishops stated that “We are
acutely aware of the pain and anxiety many are
experiencing, made all the more testing by the

suspension of public worship at this the high point of
the Church’s year.”
Just before the commencement of Holy Week, our
bishops reminded us that “The first verse of Psalm
130 speaks to our current circumstances: ‘Out of the
depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord.’ May we urge a
prayerful keeping of Holy Week as we look with
confidence to the joyful celebration of Easter in our
homes.”
On the fourth Sunday of Easter, our bishops stated
that “We are gravely concerned by the growing body of
evidence that indicates that the COVID-19 Pandemic is
having a disproportionate impact on the poor … Let us
resist conformity to the inequalities of unregulated
greed, and be transformed by the renewal of our
minds, so that we might discern the will of God – what
is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12.2).”
On the Eve of the Feast of Corpus Christi, in the period
in which churches were preparing to reopen, our

New Shrine Priest arrives in Walsingham
Fr Ben Bradshaw, the new Shrine Priest at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham reflects on his
first few months in England’s Nazareth:
I arrived in Walsingham to take up the position of
Shrine Priest back in August and under normal
circumstances I would have been thrown into the
deepest of the deep ends! I should have started
the month by supporting and teaching hundreds
of young people at our annual Youth Pilgrimage.
That is of course always followed up in quick
succession by the joyful feast of the Assumption
of Our Lady which we celebrate on 15th August.
The month should then have concluded with
providing pastoral care to the many hundreds of
faithful pilgrims who journey each year to
England’s Nazareth, seeking a time of healing
and renewal.
All of those events, sadly, had to be moved online
in 2020.
Instead of splashing around in the deep end
desperately trying to float and catch my breath, I
have been given a much gentler introduction to
Our Lady’s Shrine. While of course this has been
beneficial to me personally in that it has allowed
me to settle into the village as well as also giving
me the opportunity to get to know the wonderful
staff here at the Shrine; Walsingham is simply not
the same without pilgrims.
We miss you.
I give thanks that we have been permitted to
reopen the Shrine church for the daily Mass and
also for private prayer. It is also a blessing that

Norton’s cafe has safely reopened and can now
serve our day visitors and pilgrims.
One of the most joyful aspects of my time so far in
Walsingham has been being able to connect
online with many thousands of pilgrims through
our weekly live streamed Sunday Mass, and of
course, our daily Shrine Prayers. If you have not
yet watched our live streamed services, please do
visit our website or Facebook page where you can
find more information.
I give thanks to God for the remarkable wonders
of modern technology that enables each of us, as
fellow pilgrims, the opportunity to stay connected
with one another. I also give thanks that wherever
we are in the world, we can journey, virtually at
least, to the Blessed Virgin Mary’s home here in
England and ask Our Lady to intercede for us
during these difficult times.
Covid-19 has been a really traumatic and painful
experience for all of us; it has caused deaths,
created health problems, damaged mental health
and kept families and friends apart. However, we
must never lose hope. Christ is risen! This means
that the current darkness which we are all living
through, that any darkness we experience in life,
will never last forever.
Life will get back to normal, and when it does, all
of us here at the Anglican Shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham will be delighted to welcome you
back to this most holy place, England’s very own
Nazareth.
Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for us.
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bishops set out that “We are acutely aware of the
painful experience borne by the vast majority of lay
people and some clergy in recent months … The
Eucharist is not an optional liturgical extra or a
contemporary lifestyle choice; it is the source and
summit of the Church’s identity and forms an
essential part of our Christian witness.”
Finally, on All Souls’ Day as a second national
lockdown was approaching, our bishops stated that
“The Mass is and must always be the very heart and
centre of our lives, our gravest duty, our sweetest joy …
The sacraments of the Church are life-giving not just
for us but for the nation and we cannot simply turn off
the source of sacramental grace.”
Throughout the pandemic, many of us have
experienced moments of joy and inspiration but also
periods of despondency. It is of course difficult to say
what might or might not represent a permanent
change whilst we are still in the midst of the pandemic
but my prayer is that not only should we continue to
demonstrate our concern for the most vulnerable but
also that we grow to cherish yet more dearly the
Church’s sacraments, particularly Our Lord present in
the offering of the Mass.
Perhaps the best news of all is that our sacramental
devotion appears to be finding a wider set of
supporters in the Church of England. It could be no
other way – the Church’s truths are eternal and only
those eternal truths can equip us fully to meet all of
this life’s challenges.
Tom Middleton is Director of Forward in Faith
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A YEAR LIKE
NO OTHER

How many times have we all heard this during these last few
months? How many times have we said it? How many times has it
s been written in the pages of Together? And for all sorts of reasons,
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not just the Pandemic how right are these words. Sadly we were forced
to cancel both the Vocations Day and the Residential Weekend because of the
impact of COVID, and this not only for those who were going to be part of it, but for us all is a
great sadness because in spite of, or even because of the current situation, we still need to be
encouraging, praying and searching for vocations. Indeed we had prepared some very
imaginative material for Vocations Sunday 2020 and had written to all Society Parishes
highlighting this initiative only to ﬁnd that we were in the midst of lockdown, but nothing is
wasted and the material is ready and prepared for Vocations Sunday 2021, so watch this space.
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But Pandemic or no Pandemic God continues to call and the ﬁgures out of Ministry Division tell
us that for the ﬁrst time in thirteen years the number of candidates recommended for training
reached the incredible ﬁgure of 591 which is up by 40 on the previous year. Obviously a small
percentage of these are from parishes of our integrity and although these ﬁgures seem
encouraging we do need to remember that they are in no way making up for the number of
clergy retiring, so there is still a lot more to be done.

I can never be thrown away.

My concern, and I am sure your concern too, is that we continue to see an increase from
Traditional Catholic candidates and that is why yet again I want to urge you all to join me in the
task of looking for and praying for new vocations to the sacred priesthood. There are two dates
that I want to draw your attention to. The ﬁrst is Saturday 3rd July when we will be having a
Vocations Day here at the ACS Oﬃces in Birmingham. This is open for all Traditionalist
candidates who feel a possibility of a call no matter where they may be in the process, be it from
ﬁrst enquiry all the way through to preBAP preparation. The second date is Friday 27th August
to Sunday 29th August our Annual Residential Vocations Conference at Saint Stephen’s House,
jointly sponsored by the Catholic Societies and led by Bishop Norman Banks on behalf of the
Society Bishops. This is for those who are seriously considering the possibility of ordination and
these few days away will hopefully enable you to examine the nature of your calling with other
likeminded men, and also discover what is required both in terms of the selection process and
also of a priest in today’s church. So please make a note of these dates either for yourself, or
even to suggest them to someone in your congregation. Full details and more can be found on
the new ACS Website, www.additionalcurates.co.uk, and please do not hesitate to tither drop
me a line at 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS, send me an email,
fr.smith@additionalcurates.co.uk or give me a ring 0121 382 5533.

Saint John Henry Newman

Our congratulations to all those who, in the most unusual circumstance, have been ordained
over the last few months as a Deacon or a Priest in the Church of God. I have been delighted to
showcase some of their stories on our Facebook page and here are a selection of photographs
taken at the ordination of Father Ross Copley on the 1st October.

Him some definite service.
He has committed some
Work to me which He has
Not committed to another.
I have my mission…,
I will trust Him,.
Whatever I am,
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Christmas Meditation
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear the message of the angels, and in heart
and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.
shared heritage that goes well beyond our church
The Armistice of November 1918 was barely a few each and every generation right down to our own
day. The disobedience of Adam and Eve, our first
communities. Many are deeply scriptural, and can
weeks old, when Fr Eric Milner-White’s newly
parents, is the disobedience etched deep in the
profitably form a part of our own prayers at home.
composed Bidding Prayer was used for the first
very heart of humanity. It is a disobedience that
time, at a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols for
we recognise and face up to at every Mass, and a
Kings College Cambridge. Based on an
disobedience that we are particularly encouraged
Even, or perhaps especially, in this extraordinary
arrangement by Bishop Edward Benson for Truro
to bring to God in the Sacrament of Confession,
year, Christmas is a time when the world may be a
Cathedral, Milner-White, then newly appointed as
for only those who truly know their need of God
little more ready to hear our story. Fear, anxiety
Dean of Kings, simplified Benson’s scheme, and
and uncertainty, economic and
added the features that are familiar
social upheaval, spiritual and
to many today, a mixture of popular
physical exile, the hopes and fears
congregational Carols and choral
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear
of all the years, are still met in the
pieces, together with the Lessons
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Incarnation of the Son of God, the
from Scripture read by various
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying
Holy Child of Bethlehem. God has
representatives of the Chapel and
in a manger.
not abandoned his Creation, but is
College, of the University and the
Therefore
let
us
read
and
mark
in
Holy
Scripture
the
tale
of
the
loving
born among us, true God and true
Town. Since a first Broadcast by BBC
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the
man. Tidings of comfort and joy, as
Radio in 1928, the format has been
glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
the carol puts it, bring a consoling
shared well beyond the Chapel walls,
message of truth beyond shallow
and found a home in parish churches
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
jubilation. Those who behold the
and, it seems, almost around the
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood
Crib, will, with the eyes of faith,
world.
within the Church he came to build, and especially in this city (town,
behold also the Cross and the
village) of ... and diocese of ...
empty tomb. ‘His mother Mary
Milner-White had served with great
kneeling down, unto the Lord did
distinction as a Chaplain on the
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember,
pray,’ so the Carol tells us; may our
Western Front and in Italy throughout
in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the
response too, with the Blessed
most of the Great War. Popular with
oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved,
Mother, be one of praise and
his troops, he never quite escaped
the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus,
adoration.
the suspicions of some in the
or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.
Chaplaincy hierarchy, not least for
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
The Incarnation, Death and
his encouragement of prayers for the
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no
Resurrection of Jesus hold before
departed, as he tried to make some
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
us also our own death, and the
sense of the slaughter. His personal
whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever one.
promise of life eternal. The
courage was never in doubt, and on
pandemic has confronted our social
one occasion, contrary to
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
orders, particularly in the so-called
Regulations, with all other Battalion
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:
developed west, with the reminder
Officers killed or wounded, he
of the reality and messiness of
assumed command and lead his
May the Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of
death, when we no longer have the
men to safety. Perhaps his revisions
everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the
spiritual resources to face up to it.
to the Carols and Lessons were
King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
Milner-White’s words, written out of
simply a new man wanting to make
the slaughter of the Trenches, have
his mark, perhaps they were
been described as the last poem of
intended to make the best of a
will find him. Human dignity is the dignity of those
the Great War; they have a fresh resonance for us
difficult situation with the resources available in
made in the image and likeness of God, forgiven
now:
the College; yet put them alongside the Bidding
and restored in Holy Baptism, and fed with the
Prayer that is still in use today, and the service
food of pilgrims, the very Bread of Heaven. Our
became, in the words of one writer, ‘most
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who
response to such generosity, as every forgiven
profoundly conceived, eye with ear together to
rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a
sinner knows, is to live as a people of praise and
enact the theme of light.’
greater light, that multitude which no man can
thanksgiving, whatever life may bring.
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for
Many of us will have our favourite Carols,
of the loving purposes of God from the first days
evermore are one.
of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption alongside those that grate, especially if we end up
hearing or singing them too often. Even the most
I wish you all a blessed Christmass, and in the
brought us by this Holy Child;
tinsel-clad enthusiast for Christmas may baulk at
concluding words of Dean Milner-White’s prayer,
We are bidden then, to do more than pray. We are hearing ‘Hark the Herald’ yet one more time. The
bidden to enter into a spiritual pilgrimage to
practicalities of what we can and cannot do seem
The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ
Bethlehem, and we are bidden to search the
to be constantly changing in response to the
give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto the
Scriptures, that we may better know the grace and Pandemic, but at the time of writing, it seems
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of
certainty of God’s loving purposes. The Old
unlikely that congregations will be singing Carols
Angels bring us all. Amen.
Testament Scriptures tell again and again the
in church this year. There is a sadness in that,
Fr David Burrows SSC is the Rector of St Mary’s
story of God’s generosity, and of human sin,
whilst by no means the worst of all that this year
and All Saints, Elland in the Diocese of Leeds.
failure and rebellion. It is a process repeated in
has brought, Carols nevertheless are a part of a
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The Catholic Societies of the
Church of England Events 2021

together

Please note that due to the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic, events are subject to cancellation
or change – please do look at the websites of the various events for any changes
JANUARY
Saturday 23rd
Centenary of Fr Alfred Hope Patten
becoming Vicar of Walsingham
12noon Solemn Mass, St Mary
Walsingham
www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk
Saturday 30th
Commemoration of King Charles the
Martyr
For details of this year’s
commemoration please visit:
www.skcm.org

Saturday 15th
Anglo-Catholic History Lecture - TBC
12:00 Mass,
2:00 Lecture Clumber Park Chapel
www.churchunion.co.uk
vicar@worksoppriory.co.uk
Monday 31st
Walsingham National Pilgrimage
12:00 Mass
www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/visit/
whats-on/

JUNE
Friday 18th – Sunday 20th
Family Fest South West
www.familyfestsouthwest.com

MARCH
For details of Chrism Masses
celebrated by Society Bishops,
please visit www.sswsh.com

Saturday 19th
Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament Festival
12:00noon Mass St Stephen,
Gloucester Road
www.confraternity.org.uk

APRIL
Saturday 10th
Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary
Easter Festival
www.guild-of-servers-ofsanctuary.weebly.com
Sunday 25th
Vocations Sunday
www.additionalcurates.co.uk

Thursday 24th
Guild of All Souls Day Conference
10:45 – 3:00
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham
www.guildofallsouls.org.uk

JULY

MAY
Saturday 1st
Society of Our Lady of Egmanton May
Festival
12:00noon Mass Tuxford Road,
Egmanton, NG22 0EZ
www.sole-egmanton.com
Saturday 8th
Society of Mary May Devotion
12:00noon – Mass
(St Silas, Kentish Town, London)
4:00pm – Vespers
(Holy Trinity, Kentish Town, London)
www.societyofmary.weebly.com

Saturday 3rd
Additional Curates Society Vocations
Day
ACS Ofﬁces, Commercial Street,
Birmingham
www.additionalcurates.co.uk
Saturday 10th
Glastonbury Pilgrimage
www.glastonburypilgrimage.com
Thursday 15th
Church Union Theology Lecture
6:30pm Holy Redeemer, Clerkenwell,
London
www.churchunion.co.uk
www.holyredeemerclerkenwell.com
Wednesday 28th July

Guild of All Souls Annual Mass
6:00pm St Mary, West Tofts, Norfolk.
Celebrant: The Bishop of Richborough
www.guildofallsouls.org.uk

AUGUST
Saturday 7th
Society of Our Lady of Egmanton
Families Pilgrimage
12:00noon Mass Tuxford Road,
Egmanton, NG22 0EZ
www.sole-egmanton.com
Saturday 7th
Richborough Family Festival
12:00noon Mass St Alban’s Cathedral
www.richborough.org.uk
Saturday 14th
The Church Union Assumptiontide
Lecture
3:00pm St Mary, Walsingham
www.churchunion.co.uk
Friday 27th – Sunday 29th
Additional Curates Society Vocations
Conference
St. Stephen’s House, Oxford
www.additionalcurates.co.uk
Monday 30th
Pilgrimage for Healing and Renewal
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham
12:00 – Mass
www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/visit/
whats-on/

SEPTEMBER
Friday 24th
Catholic Evangelism Lecture
7:00 St Matthew, Carver Street,
Shefﬁeld
www.churchunion.co.uk
www.stmatthewscarverstreet.co.uk

Friday 8th – Sunday 10th
Guild of the Servants of the
Sanctuary Walsingham Pilgrimage
www.guild-of-servers-ofsanctuary.weebly.com
Saturday 9th
The Society of Mary October Devotion
St Matthew, Carver Street, Shefﬁeld
www.societyofmary.weebly.com
Saturday 9th
Guild of Servants of the Sanctuary
Autumn Festival
St Mary, Walsingham
www.guild-of-servers-ofsanctuary.weebly.com
Saturday 9th
CBS Children’s Eucharistic Day
Holy Family, Failsworth, Manchester
www.confraternity.org.uk
Wednesday 13th to Saturday 16th
SSC International Synod
www.sscholycross.com
Saturday 23rd
Walsingham Festival - TBC
Durham Cathedral
www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/visit/
whats-on/

NOVEMBER
Thursday 4th
Guild of All Souls Requiem
7:00 St Stephens, Gloucester Road,
London
www.guildofallsouls.org.uk

OCTOBER

Saturday 6th
Society of Our Lady of Egmanton
Requiem
12:00 Mass Tuxford Road, Egmanton,
NG22 0EZ
www.sole-egmanton.com

Tuesday 5th
Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament Council General
11:30 Mass
www.confraternity.org.uk

Saturday 20th November
Forward in Faith National Assembly TBC
www.forwardinfaith.com

at the time of printing, the full calendar of events at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham has
not been confirmed, for more details please visit www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk
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Please send your events for 2022 to Fr Adam Edwards - communications@churchunion.co.uk
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